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BUSINESS NOTICES, 


xy As this paper is not sent to any new sub- 
scriber, unless paid for in advance, the reception 
of it will be a sufficient receipt. 4 

‘Zr Agents will notice that we keep an account 

with each subscriber. Hence no accounts’will be 
kept with the agents; and in transmitting moneys 
on which they are entitled to a commission, they 
will retain the amount of their commission, and, in 
all cases, forward the money with the names; so as 
to make the account even at each remittance. 

ir Agents and others who wish to send us 
fractional parts of a dollar, can now do so with- 
out increasing the postage, by remitting pre-paid 
post office stamps, which can now be obtained at 
any post office. 

gr We invite the attention of those who are 
remitting moneys to the following table, show- 
ing the rate of discount on uncurrent money in 
this city. We earnestly hope that those who 
send money will endeavor to send such bank bills 
as are at the lowest discount : 


Washington, D.C. - Par. Maryland - - - -1-2dis 
Baltimore - - - - Par. Virgimia- - - - - 3-4 dis 
Philadelphia - - - Par. Western Virginia 1 1-2 dis. 
New Yorkcity- - - Par. Ohio - - - - - 2 1-4 dis. 
New York State - -3-4dis. Indiana- - - - 21-4dis 
New England- - -12dis. Kentucky - - - 21-4dis 
New Jersey - - -3ddis. Tennessee - - - 31-2 dis 
Eastern Penn.- - -3-4dis. Michigan - - - 3 dis 
Western Penn. - 1 1-2dis. Canada - - - - 5 dis, 
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WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 25, 1848. 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS. 


SECOND SESSION, 





Wepnpspay, DeceMBER 20, 1848. 
SENATE. 

Mr. Downs introduced a joint resolution di- 
recting the Secretary of the Navy to contract for 
the transportation, by steam, of the mails between 
New Orleans and Vera Cruz; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Douglas, the bills of last ses- 
sion, for the establishment of the Territorial Gov- 
ernments of Minesota and Nebraska, were taken 
up and referred to the Committee on Territories. 

On motion of Mr. Niles, the bill of last session, 
providing for the reduction of postage, was re- 
committed to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

The joint resolutions, tendering the thanks of 
Congress to Brigadier General Price, Colonel 
Doniphan, and their officers and men, for services 
in the Mexican war, were recommitted to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Westcott, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill to autho- 
rize the draining of the Everglades of Florida, and 
granting them to said State for that purpose. 

After debate by Mr. Westcott in support of the 
measure, and Mr. Yulee in opposition thereto, the 
bill was laid over for the present. 

After action upon private bills, and the con- 
sideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr. Vinton, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill to provide for carrying 
into execution, in part, the 12th article of the 
treaty with Mexico, concluded at Guadalupe Hi- 
dalgo; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The bill appropriates $3,720,000 for payment 
of the instalment and interest due, under the late 
treaty with Mexico, on the 30th May, 1848, and 
$3,540,000 for payment of the instalment and in- 
terest due May 30th, 1850. 

Mr. Caleb B. Smith, from the Committee on 
Territories, reported a bill to establish the Ter- 
ritorial Government of Upper California ; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The 12th section of the bill contains the only 
reference to the institution of slavery. It is as 
follows : 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the in- 
habitants of said Territory shall be entitled to 
enjoy all and singular the rights, privileges, 
and advantages, granted and secured to the peo- 
ple of the Territories of the United States north- 
west of the river Ohio, by the articles of compact 
contained in the ordinance for the government of 
said Territory on the 13th day of July, 1787, and 
shall be subject to all the conditions, restrictions, 
and prohibitions, in said articles of compact im- 
posed upon the people of said Territory. 

After action upon various resolutions, 

The House adjourned. 





Tuvrspay, December 21, 1848. 
SENATE. 

Mr. Atchison presented the credentials of the 
honorable William K. Sebastian, elected a Sena- 
tor from the State of Arkansas, to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the death of the honorable Chester 
Ashley. Mr. S. being duly qualified, resumed 
his seat. 

Mr. Niles submitted a resolution, which was 
agreed to, calling upom the Postmaster General to 
communicate to the Senate a copy of the report to 
him made by S. R. Hobbie, Assistant Postmaster 
General. 

[Nore—This call was made in consequence of 
a rumor that the Postmaster General had refused 
to make public an able report of his assistants, 
which demonstrates, most satisfactorily, the en- 
tire feasibility of adopting the two cent letter 
postage system.— Reporter] 

An arrangement was made hetween Mr. Came- 
ron and Mr. Douglas, by which the latter agreed 
not to call upthe Panama railroad bill until Tues- 
day week, as Mr. Cameron proposes to be absent 
for several days. 

The remainder of the day was consumed in de- 
bate and action upon private bills- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SLAVE TRADE IN THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. Gott offered the following resolution, and 
demanded the previous question thereon : 

Whereas the traffic now prosecuted in this me- 
tropolis of the Republic in human beings, as chat- 
tels, is contrary to natural justice and the funda- 
mental principles of our political system, and is 
notoriously a reproach to our country throughout 
Christendom, and a serious hinderance to the 
progress of republican liberty among the nations 
of the earth: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District 
of Columbia be instructed to report bill, as soon 
as practicable, prohibiting the slave trade in said 
District. 

The resolution having been read— 

PP eg Haralson moved that it be laid on the 
ble. 

Mr. Wentworth and Mr. Gott demanded the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

And the resolution having been again read— 

The question on the motion of Mr. Haralson 
he taken, and resulted—yeas 82, nays 85—as fol- 

ows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Barringer, Beale, Bed- 
inger, Bocock, Botts, Boyd, Boydon, Bridges, 
William G. Brown, Charles Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Buckner, Burt, Chapman, Chase, Frank- 
lin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Howell Cobb, Wil- 
liamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Crisfield, Crozier, 
Daniel, Donnell, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Alex- 
ander Evans, Featherston, Ficklin, Flournoy, 
French, Fulton, Gaines, Gentry, Goggin, Green, 
Williard P. Hall, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, 
Hill, George S. Houston, John W. Houston, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Iverson, 
Jameson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 
John W. Jones, Kennon, La Sere, Levin, Li 
Lincoln, Lumpkin, McDowell, McLane, Miller, 
Morehead, Morse, Outlaw, Peyton, Pillsbury, 
Preston, Sawyer, Shepperd, Simpson, Stanton, 
Stephens, Thibodeaux, ‘Thomas, Richard W. 
ae, Tompkins, Toombs, Venable, Wal- 
lace, Wiley, Wil and Woodward—S1. 

Nays—Messrs. Belcher, Bing Blackmar, 
Blanchard, Brady, Butler, Canby, Collamer, Con- 
ger, Cranston, Crowell, Cummins, Darling, Dick- 
ey, Dickinson, Dixon, Daniel Duncan, Edwards, 
Embre Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Fisher, 
Fries, Giddings, Gott, Greeley, Nathan K. Hall, 
James G. Hampton, Henley, Henry, Elias B. 
ows Hubbard, — Hunt, cg H. i 

’ ogg, Daniel P. Lahm, William T. 
Lawrence, Sidney La se Lefer Lord, Lynde, 
Mcllvaine, Horace Mann, M Mor- 
ris, Newell, Nicoll, P , Peaslee, Peck, Pettit, 

Pollock, Putnam, R R , Robinson, 
. Julius Rockwell, John A. ck Rose, Root, 


Rumsey, St. John, Silvester, Slingerland, Smart, 
Starkweather, Charles E. St Strohm, Strong, 
Tallmadge, James Thompson, William Thomp- 
son, Thurston, Tuck, Van Dyke, Vinton, War- 
ren,- ce White, Wilmot, and Wil- 
son—85. 

So the House decided that the resolution should 
not be laid on the table. 

The question then recurring on the demand for 
the previous question— 

Mr. Vinton rose to inquire of the Chair whether 
the resolution was open to amendment ? 

The Speaker said it would be open to amend- 
ment if the previous question should not be sec- 

onded. 

The question being then taken, the demand for 
the prefious question was seconded—yeas 85, 
nays 49. : 

Upon the question, “Shall the main question 
(upon the adoption of the resolution) be now 
put?” the yeas and nays were demanded and or- 
dered; and being taken, the yeas were 112, nays 
64, as follows: 

Yreas—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Beale, Bed- 
inger, Belcher, Bingham, Blackmar, Blanchard, 
Bowlin, Boyd, William G. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Burt, Canby, Cathcart, Chase, Franklin 
Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Cums 
mins, Dickey, Dickinsén. Dixon; Daniel Duncan, 
Edwards, Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Fick- 
lin, Fisher, Fries, Giddings, Gott, Greeley, Greg- 
ory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, Hammons, 
Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Henry, Elias B. 
Holmes, G. S Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, 
Inge, Jameson, Andrew Johnson, James H. John- 
son, George W. Jones, Kellogg, Kennon, Daniel 
P. King, Lahm, La Sere, William T. Lawrence, 
Sidney, Lawrence, Ligon, Lord, Lynde, McClel- 
land, Mellvaine, McLane, Job Mann, Horace 
Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Meade, Morris, Morse, 
Mullin, Newell, Palfrey, Peaslee, Peck, Pettit, 
Pollock, Putnam, Reynolds, Robinson, Rockhill, 
Julins Rockwell, Rose, Root, Rumsey, Sawyer, 
Silvester, Simpson, Slingerland, Smart, Stanton, 
Starkweather, Strohm, James Thompson, Wil- 
liam Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Venable, Wal- 
lace, Warren, Wentworth, White, Wiley, Wil- 
liams, Wilson, and Woodward—113. 

Nays—Messrs.Adams, Barringer, Bocock, Botts, 
Boydon, Brady, Bridges, Buckner, Butler, Chap- 
man, Cocke, Crisfield, Crozier, Daniel, Donnell, 
Dunn, Embree, Alexander Evans, Featherston, 
Flournoy, Freedley, French, Fulton, Gaines, Gen- 
try, Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hall, James G. 
Hampton, Hill, John W: Houston, Charles J. In- 
gersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, John W. Jones, 
T. Butler King, Leffler, Lincoln, Lumpkin, Mc- 
Clernand, McDowell, Miller, Morehead, Nicoll, 
Outlaw, Pendleton, Peyton, Pillsbury, Preston, 
Richey, John A. Rockwell, Shepperd, Truman 
Smith, Stephens, Charles E. Stuart, Strong, Thi- 
bodeaux, Thomas, Richard W. Thompson, Tomp- 
kins, Toombs, Van Dyke, and Vinton—63. 

So the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. Houston of Alabama, and Mr. Venable, 
called for the yeas and nays ; which were ordered. 

Mr. Donnell inquired of the Chair, if it would 
now be in order to move that there be a call of 
the House? 

The Speaker answered in the negative. 

And the main question, “Shall the resolution 
be adopted?” was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 98, nays 87—as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Belcher, Bing- 
ham, Blackmar, Blanchard, Butler, Canby, Cath- 
cart, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Cum- 
mins, Darling, Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, Daniel 
Duncan, Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Faran, 
Farrelly, Fisher, Freedley, Fries, Giddings, Gott, 
Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. 
Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Hen- 
ley, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, James H. John- 
son, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, Lahm, William T. 
Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Lord, 
Lynde, McClelland, McIlvaine,Job Mann, Horace 
Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morris, Mullin, Newell, 
Nicoll, Palfrey, Peaslee, Peck, Pettit, Pollock, 
Putnam, Reynolds, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, 
Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Rose, Root, 
Rumsey, St. John, Sherrill, Silvester, Slinger- 
land, Robert Smith, Starkweather, C. E. Stuart, 
Strohm, Tallmadge, James—Dhompeon,Walliam 
Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Turner, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, White, and Wil- 
son—98. 

Nays—Messrs. Adams, Barringer, Beale, Bed- 
inger, Bocock, Botts, Bowlin, Boyd, Boydon, 
Bridges, William G. Brown, Charles Brown, Al- 
bert G. Brown, Buckner, Burt, Chapman, Chase. 
Franklin Clark, Beverley L. Clarke, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coke, Crisfield, 
Crozier, Daniel, Donnell, Dunn, Alexander 
Evans, Featherston, Ficklin, Flournoy, French 
Fulton, Gaines, Gentry, Goggin. Green, Willard 
P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Harmanson, Har- 
ris, Hill, George S. Houston, John W. Houston, 
Inge, Charles 'J. Ingersoll, Iverson, Jameson, An- 
drew Johnson, G. W. Jones, J. W. Jones, Ken- 
non, Thomas Butler King, La Sere, Ligon, Lin- 
coln, Lumpkin, McClernand, McDowell, McLane, 
Meade, Miller, Morehead, Morse, Outlaw, Pen- 
dleton, Peyton, Pillsbury, Preston, Sawyer, Shep- 
perd, Simpson, Smart, Stanton, Stephens, Strong, 
Thibodeaux, Thomas, R. W. Thompson, Tomp- 
kins, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Wiley, Wil- 
liams, and Woodward—88. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Fries rose, and inquired of the Chair 
whether there was not a rule of the House which 
required every member who is in his seat upon a 
call of the yeas and nays, to vote? The gentle- 
man from Connecticut [Mr. Truman Smith] and 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Caleb B. Smith, | 
who were present during the call of the roll, had 
neglected to vote upon the resolution just adopted. 

The Speaker said there was such a rule, but 
there was no power to enforce it, except bya vote 
of censure. 

Mr. Truman Smith said, that, if his name was 
called, he was ready to vote. 

The Speaker said it was too late to vote, ex- 
cept by unanimous consent. 

Mr. Stuart, of Michigan, (who voted in support 
of the resolution,) moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted, and was 
proceeding to address the House upon the motion, 
when 

Mr. Collamer rose to a point of order, and in- 
quired of the Chair whether this motion was now 
debatable? Was it debatable without lying over 
one day ? 

The Speaker did not recollect a case in point ; 
but it seemed to him to bea violation of the spirit 
of the rule to debate a motion to reconsider a vote 
on a resolution, when debate on the resolution it- 
self would not bein order. The Chair feit dis- 
posed to rule, therefore, that the motion to recon- 
sider should go over until to-morrow morning, 
because it involved the general merits of the reso- 
lution. If no objection was made, the gentleman 
would now proceed with his remarks. 

' Qbjections were made in several quarters. 

After some conversation upon the question of 
order, 

Mr. Stuart, of Michigan, said that he believed 
no objection had been made to his proceeding. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, said that he 
had a suggestion to make, by which the necessity 
of any further a might m ——— ky 
ve manner. He proposed that every South- 
pn arin So should withdraw from the Hall, and 
leave the debate altogether ! 

Mr. C.J. Ingersoll appealed from the decision 
of the Chair, that the motion for reconsideration 
was not debatable to-day ; and the question being 
put, the Chair was sustained—yeas 116, nays not 
counted. 

So the motion for reconsideration lies over. 

Mr. Vinton, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported the annual fortification bill. 

Mr. Palfrey gave notice of a motion for leave to 
offer an amendment to the 2ist rule of the House, 
which designates the duties of standing commit- 
tees, in the following words, viz: 

“And after the expiration of thirty days from 
the reference of any subject to any committee, it 
shall be in order for any member or members of 
said committee to present a report or reports on 
said subject, in his or their own behalf, whenever 
said committee shall be called on for reports, 
provided that the majority of said committee shall 
have failed to offer a-report upon said subject.” 

The object of this amendment is to lessen the 
facility with which committees, a majority of 

whose members are 0: to any measure pre- 

sented for their consideration, are able to smother 

the subjects consigned to them.] 

- Mr. McClernand moved the following resolu- 
jon: : 

” Resol: That the present traffic in the public 
lands should cease, and that they should be dis- 
posed of to occupants and cultivators on proper 
conditions, at such a price as will nearly indem- 





Mr. Thompson, of moved to lay it on 





Indiana, 1 
the table; which ‘motion was decided in the af- 


firmative—yeas 104, nays 61, 


pose 
iby She ateh.Af Shale Reha REN, and | trust, 
e. 


; After the consideration of several resolutions of 
inquiry. 
he House adjourned, 


Frivay, DecemBer 22, 1848, 
SENATE, 

Mr. Benton was, at his own request, excused 
from further service as Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and Mr. Davis, of Mis- 
sissippi, was appointed to the vacancy. Mr. Ben- 
ton, however, continues a member of the Com- 
mittee. 

After the consideration ofseveral private bills, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to authorize the draining of the Everglades 
of Florida, and to grant the same to said State for 
that purpose. 

A somewhat lengthy debate ensued upon this 
bill, in which the general question of internal im- 
provements by the Federal Government was in- 
cidentally discussed; pending which, the Senate 
went into Executive session, and after some time 
spent therein, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned until Tuesday next. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

After an unsuccessful attempt, on the part of 
Mr. Howell Cobb, to get up a discussion of the 
motion-made on y tor i the vote 
by which Mr. Gott’s resotution instructing the 
Committee on the Judiciary to report a bill abol- 
ishing the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia had passed— 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the private calendar ; and after some time con- 
sumed in the consideration of private bills, the 
Committee rose; and after debate upon a resolu- 
tion relative to the purchase of books for members 
of Congress, 

The House adjourned. 





CONSTITUTION OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, 


[conTINUED.] 
Cuapter 5.—Of the Executive. 

Art. 43. The French people delegate the Exec 
utive power to a citizen, who shall receive the title 
of President of the Republic. 

Art.44. The President must be a native French- 
man, thirty years of age at least, and must never 
have lost the quality of Frenchman. 

Art. 45. The President of the Republic shall 
be elected for four years, and shall not be eligible 
for reélection until after an interval of four years. 
Neither shall the Vice President, nor any of his 
relations or kindred, to the sixth degree, inclu- 
sive, be eligible for reélection after him, within 
the same interval of time. 

Art. 46. The election shall take place on the 
second Sunday of the month of May. If. in the 
event of death or dismissal, or from any other 
cause, a President be elected at any other period, 
his powers shall expire on the second Sunday of 
the month of May, in the fourth year following 
his election. The President shall be elected by 
ballot, and by an absolute majority of votes, by the 
direct suffrages of all the electors of the French 
Departments and of Algeria. 

Art. 47, The records of the electoral operations 
shall be transmitted immediately to the National 
Assembly, which shall determine without delay 
upon the validity of the election, and shall pro- 
claim the President of the Republic. If any can- 
didate shall only receive one-half of all the votes 
cast, or unless he shall receive at least two mil- 
lions of votes, or if the conditions required by ar- 
ticle 44 are not fulfilled, the National Assembly 
shall then elect the President of the Republic by 
an absolute majority, and by ballot, from among the 
five candidates who are eligible, and who shall 
have received the greatest number of votes. 

Art. 48. Before entering upon his functions, the 
President of the Republic shall take an oath, in 
the presence of the Assembly, according to the 
terms and tenor following: “In presence of God, 
and before the French People, represented by the 
National Assembly, I swear to abide faithful to 
the Democratic Republic, one and indivisible, and 
to fulfil all the duties which the Constitution im- 
poses upon me.” 

Art. 49. He shall have the right to bring in 
bills by his Ministers in the National Assembly. 
He shall wateh over and secure the execution of 
the laws. 

Art. 50. He shall dispose of the armed force, 
without ever being able to command it in person. 

Art. 51. He shall not have the power to alienate 
by cession any portion of the French soil or ter- 
ritory, nor shall he be able to dissolve or adjourn 
the National Assembly, nor shall he have power 
in any manner to suspend the laws, or the opera- 
tion of the Constitution and laws. 

Art. 52. He shall, every year, present, by a mes- 
sage to the National Assembly, an account of the 
general state of the affairs of the Republic. 

Art. 53. He shall negotiate and ratify treaties. 
No treaty shall be conclusive until after it has 
been approved by the National Assembly. 

Art. 54. He shall watch over the defence of the 
State; but he shall not have power to undertake 
any war without the consent of the National As- 
sembly. 

Art. 55. He shall have the pardoning power; 
but he shall not have the power to exercise this 
function until after he has taken the advice of the 
Council of State; general amnesties shall only be 
granted by a law passed for that purpose; the 
President of the Republic, the Ministers, as well 
as all other persons condemned by the high court 
of justice, shall only be able to be pardoned by the 
National Assembly. 

Art. 56. The President of the Republic shall 
me ee the laws in the name of the French 

e. 

Art. 57. Laws of emergency shall be promul- 
gated after three days from their passage, and 
other laws after one month, counting from theday 
when they were adopted and passed by the Na- 
tional Assembly. 

Art. 58. During the period of delay specified, 
the President may, by a message assigning rea- 
sons therefor, require a reconsideration of the law 
which has been passed. The Assembly shall then 
reconsider it, after which the resolution it may 
take upon the matter shall be final and definitive, 
and shall be transmitted to the President. In 
such a case the promulgation of the said law shall 
be made within the delay allowed to Jaws of emer- 


mcy. 

ow Art 59. In default of the promulgation of laws 
by the President within the periods fixed by the 
preceding articles, the President of the Assembly 
shall provide for their due promulgation. 

Art. 60. Envoys and ambassadors from foreign 
Powers shall be accredited by the President of 
the Republic. 

Art. 61. He shall preside at all national solem- 
nities. 

Art. 62. He shall be-lodged at the cost of the 
Republic, and shall receive a salary of six hun- 
dred thousand francs per annum. 

Art. 63. He shall reside in the palace in which 
the National Assembly is holding its sessions, and 
shall not be able to leave the continental territo-, 
ry of the Republic without being authorized by 
law to do so. ‘ 

Art. 64, The President of the Republic shall 
have power to appoint and revoke the appoint- 
ment of the Ministers. He shall appoint and re- 
voke, in a council of his Ministers, all diplomatic 
agents, commanders-in-chief of the armies of the 
Republic, by sea and by land, all prefects and su- 
perior officers of the national guards, of the Seine, 
the governors of Algeria and the other colonies, 
the attorney general, and all other functionaries 
of superior rank. He shall appoint and dismiss 
at the suggestion of the competent Minister, ac- 
cording to the terms and conditioms fixed by law, 
all other officers and functionaries of the Govern- 
ment of inferior rank. 

Art. 65. He shall have the power of suspending, 
for = period not exceeding three months, those 
agents of the Executive power who are elected by 
the people. He shall not be abie to dismiss them 
unless by the advice of the Council of State. The 
law will determine the case in which agents, hav- 
ing been dismissed, may be declared not to be eli- 


gible for the same office. Such a declara- 
tion of ineligibility can only be pronounced by a 
formal judgment. 

Art. 66. The number of Ministers and their 


several duties shall be settled by the legislative 
wer. . ; 
Art. 67. All acts of the President, excepting 
those by which he appoints or dismisses any of 
his Ministers from office, shall not have effect, 
unless countersi by some Minister. 


Art. 68. The President of the Republic, the 
Mini the agents, and all the other deposito- 


ries of public power, shall be msible, each, in 
so far as he is concerned, for all the acts of the 
Government and of the Administration. Every 
measure by which the President of the Republic 
shall dissolve or prorogue the Assembly, or inter- 
any obstacle to the exercise of its public 

shall be deemed to be the crime of high 
treason. By any such single act, the President 
becomes div of his fanctions, and the people 





are required not to yield obedience to him; the 
Executive power shall be transferred in full au- 





eg eet ci eee — 


of the high court of justice shall immediately as- 
semble, on pain of forfeiture of their offices. 
They shall call together a juty, in some place to 
be by them designated, in Bae to proceed to 
trial and judgment upon the ident and his ac- 
complices ; and they shall themselves appoint a 
magistrate, to be charged wijh the functions of 
public minister. A law, herfafter to be passed, 
shall decide the other cases of responsibility, as 
well as the forms and conditions of the prosecu- 
tion of them. \ 

_ Art. 69. The Ministers shill have admission 
into the midst of the NationalAssembly, andshall 
be heard whensoever they requireit. They may 
also obtain the assistance of clerks, who shall have 
been appointed by a decree pf the President of 
the Republic. ! 

Art. 70. There shall bea be President of the 
Republic, to be appointed by the National Assem- 
bly, out of a list of three candidates presented by 
the President within the month succeeding his 
election. The Vice President shall not be ap- 
pointed from among the relatifes or kindred of 
the President, to the sixth depres inclusive. In 
any case of the prevention of:the President, the 
Vice President shall take his place for the time. 
The Vive President shall be subjected to the same 
-oathas the President. If the Presidency shall 
bwcome vacant by the death of the President, his 
dismissal from office, or from other causes, a new 
election for President shall be had within a month. 

Cuarter 6.—Of-the Council of State. 

Art. 71. There shall be a Council of State, of 
which the Vice President of the Republic shall of 
right be the President. 





appointed, each for six months, by the National 
Assembly. The half of this Council shall be re- 
newed in the two first months of each new Legis- 
lature, by secret ballot, and by an absolute ma- 
jority. They shall be indefinitely reéligible. 

Art. 73. Such of the members of the Council of 
State who shall have been appointed from among 
members of the Assembly shall be immediately 
replaced as representatives of the people. 

Art. 74. The members of the Council of State 
shall not be liable to be dismissed from their of- 
fice, except by the National Assembly, at the sug- 
gestion of the President. 

Art. 75. The Council of State shall be consult- 
ed upon all bills or laws to be presented by the 
Government, which, according to law, must be 
presented for their previous examination; and 
they shall also advise upon Parliamentary bills 
which the Assembly may send to them for their 
examination. The Council of State shall prepare 
the rules of public administration, and shall alone, 
and by itself, make rules in relation to ‘subjects 
over which the National Assembly shall give to 
it a special command. It shall exercise over the 
public administrations all the powers of control 
and of superintendence which shall hereafter be 
conferred upon it by law. The law will deter- 
mine the other powers and duties of the Council. 


Cuarter 7.—Of the Interior Administration. 


Art. 76, The division of the territory into de- 
partments, arrondissements, districts, and com- 
munes, shall be maintained. Their present limits 
shall not be changed, except by law. 

Art. 77. There shall be: ist. In each depart- 
ment an administration composed of a prefect, a 
general council, and a council of prefecture. 2d. 
In each arrondissement, a sub-prefect. 3d. In 
each district, a district council; nevertheless, only 
a single district council shall be established in a 
city which is divided into several districts. 4th. 
In each commune, an administration, composed of 
a mayor, his assistants, and s municipal council. 

Art. 78. A law, to be passed hereafter, shall fix 
the composition and duties of the general coun- 
cils, the district councils, and the municipal coun- 
cils, as well as, also, the manner of appointing the 
mayors and their assistants. 

Art.79. The general councils and the munici- 
pal councils shall be elected by the direct vote 
of all citizens living in the department or the 
district; each district shall elect one member of 
the general council; a special law shall regulate 
the forms of election in the Department of the 
Seine, also in the city of Paris, as well as also 
in all cities containing a population of over twen- 
ty thousand souls. ‘ 

Art. 80. The councils general, the district 
councils, and the municipal councils, may be dis- 
solved by the President of the Republic, on the 
advice of the Council of State; the law will fix 
the period within which a new election shall be 
held, after such dissolution. 


Cuarter 8.—Of the Judiciary Power. 


Art. 81. Justice shall be awarded, gratis, in the 
name of the French people. Their proceedings 
shall be published, except in cases where publici- 
ty may be detriméntal, either to the public order 
or the public morals, in which case the court 
shall declare the same by a formal judgment. 

Art. 82. Trial by jury shall be continued in 
criminal cases. 

Art. 83. The decision upon all political offences, 
and upon all offences committed by means of the 
press, or by any other mode of publication, shall 
belong exclusively to the jury. The organic 
laws shall determine the tribunal and powers in 
relation to offences of insult and defamation 
against private persons. 

Art. 84. The jury alone shall decide upon the 
question of damages claimed on account of al- 
leged offences by the press. 

Art. 85. The justices of peace and their assist- 
ants, judges of the first instance, and judges of 
appeals, members of the court of cassation, court 
of accounts, shall be appointed by the President 
of the Republic, according to a system of candi- 
dateship or conditions hereafter to be regulated 
by law. - 

Art. 86. The magistrates shall be appointed by 
the President of the Republic. 

Art. 87. The judges of the first instance and of 
appeal, and the members of the court of cassa- 
tion, shall be appointed for life. They shall not 
be dismissed or suspended, except after formal 
judgment rendered against them, nor pensioned 
off, except for causes, and according to procedures 
appointed by law. 

Art. 88. The councils of war and of revision 
of the armies by sea and by !and, the tribunals of 
commerce, the prud’hommes, and other special tri- 
bunals, shall retain their present organization, 
and their present functions, until the law shall 
decide otherwise. ‘ 

Art. 89. Conflicts of jurisdiction between courts 
shall be regulated by a special tribunal, composed 
of members of the court of cassation and of coun- 
sellors of state, to be designated every three years, 
an equal number, by the respective bodies to 
which they belong This tribunal shall be under 
the presidentship of the Minister of Justice. 
Art. 90. Appeals for incompetence or excess of 
power, against the decrees of the court of ac- 
counts, shall be carried before the above tribunal 
of conflictive jurisdiction. 

Art. 91. A high court of justice shall decide, 
without appeal or demur, or annulment, all accu- 
sations made by the National Assembly against 
the President of the Republic or his ministers. 
It shall likewise, in the same way, try all cases of 
persons accused of crimes, attempts, or plots, 
against the internal and external safety of the 
State, which the Assembly may have sent before 
it for trial. Except the case provided for in arti- 
cle 68, it shall not be called together, unless by 
decree of the National Assembly, which shall also 
designate the city in which the court shall held 
its sittings. 

Art. 92, The high court shall be composed of 
five judges, and of thirty-six jurymen. Every 
year, in the first days of the month of Novem- 
ber, the court of cassation shall appoint from 
among its members, by secret ballot, and an ab- 
solute majority, the judges and assistant judges 
of the high court. The five judges, who will sit 
regularly, will themselves select their president. 
The magistrates performing the functions of the 
public ministry shall be designated by the Presi- 
dent of the Republic; and, in the event of the 
accusation of the President or his ministers, by 
the National Assembly, the jury, to the number of 
thirty-six, and four supplementary ones, shall be 
taken from among the members of the general 
councils of the Departments. Representatives of 
the people shall not be able to compose any part 
of these juries. 

Art. 93. When a decree of the National As- 
sembly shall have ordered the formation of the 
high court of justice, as also in the cases provided 
for in the 68th article, on the requisition of the 
president or of one of the jud, the president 
of the court of appeal, and in default of that 
court, the president of the tribunal of the first 
instance of the Department, shall draw lots in 
public assembly for the name of a member of the 
general council. 

Art. 94. On the day indicated by the judgment, 
if there are less than sixty jurymen present, the 
nuuiber shall be filled up by supplementary jury- 
men, drawn by lot by the ent of the high 
court of justice from among the names of the 





members of the council general of the Depart- 
ment in which the court holds its sitting. 


thority to the National Assembly. The judges 


Art. 72. The members of this Council shall be | ] 


_Art. 95. Those jurymen who shall not have 
given an adequate éxcuse, shall be condemned to 
@ fine of not less than one thousand francs, and 
not more than ten thousand, besides suffering the 
deprivation of their political rights for five years 
at the utmost. 

Art. 96. Both the accused and the public ac- 
cuser shall have the right to challenge, as in 
ordinary cases. 

Art. 97. The verdict of the jury pronouncing 
the accused guilty, cannot be rendered except by 
a majority of two-thirds of all the jarymen. 

Art. 98. In all cases of ministerial responsibili- 
ty, the National Assembly may, according to the 
circumstances, send the accused minister to be 
tried, either before the high court of justice, or 
by the ordinary tribunals for civil remedies. 

Art. 99. The National Assembly and the Presi- 
dent of the Republic may, at all events, transmit 
the examination of the acts of any minister (ex- 
cept of the President himself) to the council of 
state, the report of whom, in the premises, shall 
be made public. 

Art. 100. The President of the Republic can 
only be brought to trial before the high court of 
Justice. Except.as is provided for by article 68, 
he cannot be tried, unless upon accusation made 
by the National Assembly, for crimes and misde- 
meanors, which shall be determined by law. 

Cuarter 9.—Of the Public Forces. 

Art. 101—The public force is instituted for 
the purpose of defending the State against ene- 
mies from without, and at the same time made to 
secure, internally, the maintenance of order and 
the execution of the laws. It is composed of the 
— Guard, and of the army by sea and by 

Art. 102. Every Frenchman is bound to serve. 
as soldier, and to belong to the National Guard, 
except in cases of exception provided by law. 
The privilege for every citizen to liberate him- 
self from the necessity of personal military ser- 
vice shall be regulated by the law of recruit- 
ment. 

Art, 103. The organization of the National 
Guard, and the constitution of the army, shall be 
regulated by law. 

Art. 104. The public force is essentially obe- 
dient. No armed force can constitute a delibera- 
tive body. 

Art. 105. The public force employed’ to main- 
tain interior order can only act upon the requisi- 
tion of the constituted authorities, according to 
the regulations prescribed by the legislative 
power. 

Art. 106, A law shall determine those cases in 
which the state of siege shall be declared, aud 
shall regulate the forms and détermine the ef- 
fects of such a measure. 

Art. 107. No foreign troops can be introduced 
into the French territory, without the previous 
consent of the National Assembly. 


Cuarrer 10.—Special Arrangements. 


Art. 108. Whenever, in the last year of a le- 
gislature, any National Assembly shall have ex- 
pressed the wish that the Constitution should be 
modified, in whole or in part, this revision shall 
be entered upon in the following manner: The 
wish expressed by the Assembly shall not be con- 
verted into a definitive resolution, except after 
three successive deliberations held upon the sub- 
ject, at the interval of one month between each 
deliberation, and the measure shall only be car- 
ried by a vote of three-fourths of the Assembly. 
The number of votes in favor of this revision 
must be 500 at least. The Assembly for revision 
shall only be appointed for three months. It shall 
only engage in the special revision for which it 
has been assembled ; yet, in cases of emergency, 
it may provide for legislative necessities. 

Art. 111, The National Assembly confides the 
deposite of the present Constitution, and of the 
rights consecrated by it, to the keeping and to 
the patriotism of every Frenchman. 


Cuapter 12.—Tvansitory Arrangements. 

Art. 112. The provisions of the codes, laws, 
and regulations, now in force, and which are not 
contrary to the present Constitution, shall remain 
in force until otherwise provided by law. 

Art. 113. All the authorities constituted by 
the present laws shall continue in the exercise of 
their present duties until the promulgation of 
the organic laws which relate to them. 

Art. 114. The law of judiciary organization 
will determine the particular mode for the ap- 
rc and first composition of the new tribu- 
nals. 

Art. 115. Immediately after the vote upon the 
Constitution, the preparation of the organic laws 
shall be proceeded upon, in such manner as shall 
be determined by a special law for the purpose. 

Art. 116. The first election of a President of 
the Republic shall take place in conformity with 
the special law on this subject, passed by the Na- 
tional Assembly on the 28th of October, 1848. 


——~>—_——— 


A Renicious Brotuernoop or Ropspers.—The 
Dakoits, although in their aggregation and in 


.their following acknowledged leaders or sirdars, 


they bore an enalogy to the brigands of the south 
of Europe, or the banditti of the middle ages, 
yet resembled more nearly some of the illegal 
confederations which have been organized in 
modern days and more civilized communities in 
Europe, in their assembling by night only, and 
dispersing and following peaceable occupations 
during the day, most of them being engaged in 
the cultivation of the soil, or following mechani- 
cal trades. Individuals among them were well 
known as sirdars, by whom their expeditions 
were projected, and by whose orders the gang 
was assembled at an appointed spot, generally a 
grove near the village to be attacked. The mem- 
bers of the gang, who were secretly known to the 
sirdars, and sometimes to each other, repaired to 
the place, variously armed, chiefly with swords, 
clubs, and pikes, and some with matchlocks. 
Their numbers varied from 10 or 15 to 50 or 60. 
When collected, their marauding excursion was 
usually preluded by a religious ceremony, the 
worship of the goddess Durga, the patroness of 
thieves, typified by a water-pot, or a few blades 
of grass, The ceremony was conducted by a 
Brahmin of degraded condition and dissolute life. 
Having propitiated the goddess by a promise of a 
portion of their spoil, they marched with lighted 
torches, and little attempt at concealment, beyond 
disguising their faces by pigment, or covering 
their faces with masks, to the object of their ex- 
pedition, usually the dwelling of some shopkeeper 
or money-changer, in which it was expected to 
discover treasure. Occasionally, the motive of 
the attack was vengeance ; and information given 
by the householder, or some of his family, against 
any of the members of the gang, brought upon 
him the resentment of the whole fraternity. 
Upon entering the village, it was customary to 
fire a gun, as a signal to the inhabitants to keep 
within their dwellings. The house against which 
the operation was designed, was then surrounded ; 
and whilst some of the gang forced an entrance, 
others remained as a guard without. Unless ex- 
asperated by resistance, or instigated by revenge, 
the Dakoits did not commonly proceed to murder ; 
but they perpetrated atrocious cruelties upon 
such persons as refused to give them, or were un- 
able to give them, information regarding property 
which they suspected of having been concealed, 
burning them with lighted torches, or blazing 
straw, or wrapping cloth or flax, steeped in oil, 
round their limbs, and setting it on fire, or inflict- 
ing various tortures, which caused immediate or 
speedy death. The object being accomplished, 
and the booty secured, the gang retired before 
daylight, and the individuals resumed their daily 
occupations. Such was the terror inspired by 
their atrocities, such the dread of their revenge, 
that few of their neighbors ventured to inform or 
give evidence against them, although well aware 
of their real character and proceedings. The po- 
lice, intimidated or corrupt, rarely interfered 
until the robbery was cumpleted, and the perpe- 
trators had disappeared ; and their interposition 
was far from welcome to the people, as their un- 
profitable and vexatious inquiries had frequently 
no other purpose in view than the extortion of 
money, as the price of forbearing to drag the vil- 
lagers, unwilling witnesses, before the European 
magistrate, or even falsely accusing them of being 
accessary to the crime.— Wilson’s History of India, 





An. old housek r at Towcester used, when 
she showed the family portraits, to say, “ This is 
Sir Robert Farmer, who lived in the country, 
took care of his estate, built this house and paid 
for it, managed well, saved money, and died rich ; 
this is his son, who was made a lord, took a place 
at court, spent his estate, and died a beggar.” 


It is singular, sometimes, how men will encour- 
age their neighbor in what they would disap- 
prove of in themselves. Not long since, nearly 
all the diamond merchants in London were Qua- 
kers, who would not have worn jewels themselves, 
nor allowed them to decorate any of their families 
or friends; and it is notorious that doctors, who 





disapprove of luxurious eating, worn Sy to 
their friends and patients the most splendid en- 


tertainments. 


r tion of the amiable and intelligent girl. 





For the National Era. 


THE ERROR AND ITS EXPIATION. 


BY GRACE GREENWOOD. 


W-—, 6 large and flourishing village, and 
county seat, in the western part of the State of 
_—_ was visited by a regular tornado of Specu- 
lation, in the year 1835. Then every holder of a 
portion of land large enough for a cabbage gar- 
den considered himself a Creesus in chrysalis—a 
small Coutts—a Rothschild in prospective. 

In all W——, there was but one man of prop- 
erty who was not infected by this strange ma- 
nia. This was Stephen Harton, a merchant and 
large landed proprietor, who, by a natural genius 
for money-making, careful thrift, close dealing 
with all men, and especial hard dealing with the 
poor, had amassed a princely fortune, which he 
was too wise to put in jeopardy by that perilous 
game of speculation, the termination and conse- 
quences of which he but too surely prophesied. 

The wealth of Stephen Harton, while it gave 
him influence and a certain position, had failed 
to make hima gentleman. He was coarse iti his 
manners and in all his ways of thinking, but filled 
with a vulgar jealousy of his superiors in educa- 
tion and refinement. 

Mrs. Harton was a woman of an amiable tem- 
per, but of limited understanding; thoroughly 
worldly-minded—given up to fashion; one who 
almost wearied her own life out of her in a vain 
and terrible struggle to be what nature never in- 
tended her for—a lady. 

_ The family of this admirably matched pair con- 
sisted alone of a son and a daughter. James Alex- 
ander Harton, or, as he wrote the name, J. Alex- 
ander, was, at the time I have chosen for the com- 
mencement of this sketch, an idle, conceited cox- 
comb of eighteen—the absolute aversion of the 
village girls for his rudeness and ridiculous vani- 
ty, and the horror of all little children for his dis- 
position to play off cruel and apish tricks upon 
them, and to impose in countless ways on their 
unsuspicious natures. He had entered college, 
but been suspended in a short time for his defi- 
ant lawlessness—a characteristic which his fond 
parents regarded as evincing rare cleverness and 
spirit. 

Strangely unlike all these was the only daugh- 
ter of the house—Caroline, or Carry, as she was 
most frequently called—a sweet blooming girl of 
fifteen, inheriting neither the coarseness of the 
father, nor the silliness of the mother, nor yet 
partaking of the heartlessness of the son. With 
much natural refinement, grace, and sensibility— 
a heart of warmth and truth—a just and gentle 
spirit—hers was, indeed, a soft, redeeming pres- 
ence in that hard family circle—“a light in a 
dark place ;” and her frank and unwordly coun- 
tenance asight of gladness and refreshment there. 

At length, and not far distant from the time of 
the greatest exultation and rejoicing, a terrible 
“change came o’er the spirit of the dream” of 
speculators—or rather there was a sudden and 
sad awakening of thousands as from a fairy dream 
of exhaustless wealth, to find themselves beggars. 
Among those utterly and irretrievably ruined 
was William Mason, a man much respected and 
beloved in W——. He wasa man of moral worth, 
great kindness of heart, a gentleman and a scholar. 
He unfortunately possessed a sanguine and ad- 
venturous spirit, and was thus led to stake his 
moderate fortune on one fatal die, aud lost all. 
Unusual sympathy was felt for him in his misfor- 
tunes for his own sake, and the sakes of his inte- 
resting wife and family of children. Mrs. Mason, 
though a great beauty and belle at the time of 
her marriage, had proved a perfect wife and 
mother, and a most energetic and admirable house- 
keeper; but she was now a wasted and feeble in- 
valid, in a slow decline, it was feared. Her old- 
est son, George, a lad of sixteen, was a youth of 
glorious promise. I would that I could present 
him to my reader as he appeared to those who 
knew him well at that period of his life. Beauti- 
ful as the old sculptors would have represented 
Hylas, the beloved young Sriend of Hercules—ar- 
dent, frank, truthful, brave, yet modest and sen- 
sitive as a girl, he was the light, and pride, and 
hope of his home, while winning unconsciously 
the admiration of all who looked upon his fine 
glowing face and tall symmetrical form. Julia, 
his sister, tyo years older than himself, was a 
most affectionate, yet strong-hearted girl—plain 
in person, but beautiful in spirit—careful, staid, 
and industrious beyond her years—growing up 
to take her mother’s place—a motherly-souled 
creature already, and a neat and prudent house- 
keeper. Then there was Nellie, a pretty child 
of nine years, and Theodore, or Dory, a merry 
boy of six, laughing on all occasions, and on the 
very best terms with all the world ; and last, there 
was Fanny, a chubby little three-year-old—the 
pet and the baby. 

A year or two before their pecuniary reverses 
came upon them, Mr. and Mrs. Mason had lost 
their oldest daughter, a lovely young woman, an 
angel of goodness and gentleness. She had died 
of consumption. They had also buried a noble 
boy, the twin of Nellie. So they were not un- 
used to sorrow, and rebelled not with unchastened 
hearts against “the wholesome discipline of pain.” 

William Mason was a man of sterling integrity. 
He was now filled with regret for the folly of 
which he had been guilty, but he did not seek to 
evade the consequences—to preserve his own in- 
terests, and allow others to suffer for him. He 
gave up his entire property to his creditors, re- 
serving only, by their consent, sufficient of his 
household goods to furnish plainly a small cottage 
which he rented for his family at L——, a small 
town, about ten miles from W——. 

Soon after establishing his family in their hum- 
ble home, Mr. Mason obtained for himself a mer- 
cantile agency, which would compel him to travel 
through the Western States, and be long absent; 
but it was the best he could do. — 

Before leaving, however, he procured a situa- 
tion for George, as clerk in Mr. Harton’s store, 
which he thought advantageous; for though the 
lad would receive but a trifling salary, he might 
there obtain a thorough business-training, and a 
good knowledge of trade. 

The reception of the new inmate into the do- 
mestic circle of her father’s family was a memora- 
ble event in the life of Caroline Harton. Witha 
father entirely absorbed in his numerous and 
complicated business: relations, a mother almost 
wholly given up to the frivolities of fashion, and 
a brother who only noticed her to annoy and 
trouble her with his coarse witticicms and sense- 
less practical jokes, what wonder that a new life 








-broke around her with the acquaintance of that 


gifted and generous-hearted youth—that his ready 
and delicate sympathy with her best and highest 
feelings—his respectful deference—his gentle and 
considerate kindness, in time, bound her heart to 
him—yes, indissolubly bound her heart to him, 
mere child as she was, with a strong, true, un- 
selfish love, of which many a woman is incapable. 

And George—removed for the first time from 
his happy home, where the very atmosphere of 
love had ever surrcunded him—deprived of the 
intellectual companionship of his mother and sis- 
ter, what wonder that he contemplated with grow- 
ing interest the fresh, truthful nature of Caro- 
line, and was strengthened and comforted greatly 
with the morning greeting and evening conversa- 
Had it 
not been for her, his lot would have heen a weary 
one ; for Stephen Harton was a hard master, and 
more was often laid on the young clerk than he 
was well able to bear. But he was a conscientious 
and ambitious boy, and though no word of appro- 
bation or encouragement was ever spoken to him, 
he hoped that he gave satisfaction to his em- 
ployer. 

Soon after George Mason went to Mr. Har- 
ton’s, James Alexander returned to college, giving 
many pledges of better behaviour. His absence 
was an inexpressible relief to his poor victimized 
sister, who breathed more freely, and lived in the 
quiet she loved. 

During the winter and spring that followed, 
George and Caroline became the best of friends, 
and, somehow, loved one .another quite as well as 
though they had fully understood, from reading 
poetry and studying metaphysics, the mysterious 
nature of the sentiment they cherished. To them 
it was no mystery to fathom, no folly of which to 
be ashamed ; it had no element of worldly inter- 
est, of romance, of passion. It was a pure and 
simple sentiment, to which an angel might do 
honor, yet which a child might understand, . 

Early in the summer, James Alexander again 
returned from college. He had been expelled. 
This young gentleman evidently did not like 
George Mason, yet he took little notice of him, 
probably ding him as by far his own inferior. 

George did not let this trouble him much, but 
he had other sources of disquiet. His father had 
still many unsatisfied creditors in W——, and he 
writhed under what his morbid sensitiveness con- 
strued as reproach or contempt from them. 
Proud to a fault; he acquired a marked reserve, 








and assumed a manner somewhat cold and defiant 
toward many who would otherwise have been his 
friends; but in his heart he early formed a strong 
resolve to devote all the energies of his manhood 
to the liquidation of his father’s debts, and never 
to rest till the “ uttermost farthing” was paid. 

George was not able to visit his home very of- 
ten, but, when he went, he filled that home with 
gladness. The little ones were absolutely turbu- 
lent with delight, and his mother and sister smiled 
the old smile, though they sometimes noticed, 
with a sigh, that he was growing pale and thin 
with toil and close confinement. 

Mr. Mason continued at the West, but he 
wrote frequently, and transmitted money for the 
support of his family. 

When George Mason had been in the employ 
of Mr. Harton nearly a year, he one afternoon re- 
ceived a letter from his sister Julia. He broke 
the seal with trembling impatience, as he had not 
heard from home for some weeks. It ran thus: 

“L——, Monday Morning, Dec. 1, 1837. 

“Dearest Brotuer: I should have written to 
you before this, but our mother has not been as 
well as usual, and I have had very many things 
devolving upon me. I have had literally no time ; 
but now I must write. We are in something of a 
strait—entirely ont of money. We received a 
letter from father yesterday, stating that he had 
mnailed-w-remittance a few days-previous. That 
has never reached us, and we fear it has miscar- 
ried. We are not absolutely suffering, but we 
have been for a week past quite out of butter, su- 
gar, coffee, and tea. The children and I can get 
along very well, for we have milk, you know, but 
that does not suit mother; and we are grieved to 
see her obliged to drink cold water this wintry 
weather, and she so ill! Could you send us small 
quantities of the necessaries I have mentioned ? 

“Old Mr. Jones is rather pressing for rent, but 
I hope he will wait until we hear again from 
father. Fondly, your sister, Junta.” 

George sighed deeply as he perused this letter. 
He had that very morning expended his last shil- 
ling in the purchase of a winter coat. Oh! how 
he hated the look of it now! His next quarter’s 
salary would not be payable until New Year, but 
money was certainly already due him. Mr. Har- 
ton was absent—he could not apply to him ; and a 
farmer with whom he had been trading, a neigh- 
bor of Mrs. Mason, was just about starting for 
home. To him George intrusted a package for 
his mother, containing small parcels of tea, coffee, 
and sugar, with one roll of butter—all taken from 
the store of his employer. 

The next day also brought a letter from Julia: 

“Dear Georcr: Again we must apply to you, 
for we know not where else to go in our need. 
Mr. Jones has distrained for rent !—has taken 








everything but the six chairs, one table, &c., which 
the law allows us. All our dear books and pre- 
cious pictures, Mary’s guitar, and even the couch 
on which she and poor little Willie died! Oh, 
George! it seems to me I cannot haveitso! | 
am almost distracted; the children are crying 
around me, and mother cannot raise her head 
from the pillow, so overcome is she with our new 
misfortune. Mr. Jones, at my entreaty, agreed 
to leave the things here until to-morrow evening, 
when he says he will take them away, if the rent 
and costs are not paid. The whole amount is 
twenty dollars. Have you no friend from whom 
you could obtain this sum for a short time? Would 
not Mr. Harton advance it? He could be repaid 
very soon. Oh, George! for the sake of our poor 
sick mother and the dear children, do all you can. 

“T don’t know that you will be able to read all 
this letter—it is so blotted with tears. 


“Your own Junta.” 
When George received the above letter, it was 
evening; the mail for L—— went out early in 


the morning, and the money must be sent then, 
if at all. Obtaining a brief leave of absence from 
the first clerk, he took his way to a jeweller’s 
shop in the neighborhood, where he offered for 
sale a watch, given him by his father. It had 
been considered a valuable time-piece ; but, much 
to his surprise, the jeweller would give but ten 
dollars for it. George took this sum, and hur- 
riedly proceeded to the house of Mr. Harton. 
He was shown into a handsome parlor, where the 
merchant was sitting with his family. Mr. Harton 
was reading the daily paper, his wife dozing in 
her rocking chair, James Alexander was lounging 
on a sofa, pulling the ears of Carolime’s favorite 
spaniel ; Caroline herself was sitting- by the ta- 
ble, diligently studying her French lesson. She 
alone gave the young clerk a courteous and kind- 
ly reception. 

“ Mr. Harton,” said George, in a tone of much 
embarrassment, “I wish to speak with you in 
private.” 

“Say what you have to say here, sir,” replied 
Mr. Harton, grufily. 

“Well, then,” said George, in a firmer voice, 
“T have great need of a little money, just now. 
Will you be kind enough to advance me ten dol- 
lars of my salary?” 

“No, George,” Mr. Harton stiffly rejoined. 
“T cannot—it were against my rules.” 

“But, sir, my mother’s circumstances de- 
mand”— 

“T can’t help that,” interrupted Mr. Harton— 
“it were a bad precedent, young man—a very bad 
precedent.” And, rising and pacing the floor, 
with his hands beneath his dressing-gown, he 
added, “ Besides, how ami to know that the mo- 
ney really goes to your mother ?” 

“More likely he wants the tin for a lark,” 
lisped James Alexander. 

Stung by these gratuitous insults, George, col- 
oring to his forehead, turned hastily, and left the 
room. Yet, before he closed the door, he heard 
Carry say, in a deprecating tone, “ Why, brother, 
how can you be so rude?” 

As George reéntered the store, a lady was 
standing at the counter, making some purchases. 
Mr. Stevens, the first clerk, immediately called 
upon George to take his place, as he had been 
sent for from home, a short time previous; gave 
directions about locking up for the night, and 
went out. Mrs. Allen’s bill amounted to just ten 
dollars, and George started as she gave him the 
money in one note. 

When this last customer had left, George pro- 
ceeded to close the store; then taking a lamp, 
started for his sleeping-room in the second sto- 
ry. But, suddenly he hesitated—paused—turned 
back—opened the money-drawer—took forth that 
note; and then, with palpitating heart and a noise- 
less step, passed up stairs to his room. When 
there, he hurriedly locked the door, went to his 
table, and, seizing a pen, wrote this brief note, 
with a trembling hand: 


“Dear Jura: I send twenty dollars, but don’t 
tell any one that you obtained the money from 
me. I hope to be able to spend next Sunday at 
home. Let me know just as soon as you hear 
from father. Heaven bless you all. 

“ Croree.” 


When George knelt by his bedside that night, 
the only prayer he could utter was—‘“ Oh God! 
forgive me if I have sinned! Oh God! forgive 
me if I have sinned !” 

The next morning he arose from a sleepless 
couch, to stroll down to the post office, and mail a 
letter for L, , then walked homeward in deep 
thought. In about half an hour he went hurry- 
ing back—he had “concluded not to send that 
letter.’ The mail had just gone out. 

A day or two after this, the young clerk was 
standing at his desk, reading the following letter 





from home: 


“ Dearest anp Best Brorner: You cannot 
know how happy you made us all yesterday after- 
noon. How good and kind you are! With the 
twenty dollars you sent, we were able to pay 
every penny of the claim of that old Shylock, 
Jones. Oh! ! could ery for joy ! 

“ At our evening prayers, Mother thanked God 
for the gift of such a son and brother, and prayed 
Him to bless you ever, and we all said ‘Amen,’ 
even little Fanny. 

“If ‘misfortunes never come single,’ neither 
do good fortunes; for to-day we have received 
that long-delayed remittance from father—fifty 
dollars. I would return the twenty you procured 
for us, but mother thinks, as you are coming s0 
soon, you may as well take it yourself. 

“ Nellie bids me tell you that she has hemmed 
those handkerchiefs for you, and run the heels of 
the socks. Dory says, ‘tell brother George to 
come early on Saturday evening, 80 as to draw me 
on my new sled.” Fanny sends ove and tousand 
kitties, (thousand kisses.) I do hope you will bring 
everything home that needs any mending, and [ 
will”—here a strong grasp was laid on the shoul- 
der of George, and a stern voice exclaimed, 
“You are my prisoner!” It was the sheriff! 

George bowed his head one moment on the desk 
before him, covering his burning face with his 
hands. He then rose up, took his hat, and say- 
ing, in a firm tone, “I am ready,” accompanied the 
sheriff to the office of the magistrate, Mr. Allen, 
who was, it unfortunately happened, a personal 
enemy of his father, and a mere creature of 
Harton. 

George was accused by his employer of steal- 
ing money. and various articles from his store, 
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The witnesses were—the , who testified 
that George had mailed a money letter a day or 
two before! and the farmer, who took charge of 
the package for Mrs. Mason. Mr. Harton also 
produced, as proof, his clerk’s own private memo- 
randum book, in which were set down both the 
money and the groceries sent home. To the 
charge of taking these unlawfully, George plead- 
ed guilty, but declined to justify himself by on 
exposure of the state of want to which his fa- 
ther’s family had been reduced. He however stat- 
ed, repeatedly and solemnly, that he had intended 
soon to’ make restitution from his wages. 

Mr. Harton proceeded to state that, for some 
months he had suspected his young clerk; that 
he had missed money at different times, and in 
considerable sums; and that no oye on the prem- 
ises, besides George, could have taken it. 

“What say you to this charge, young man ?” 
demanded the magistrate, roughly. _, 

“J took but the ten dollar note; God, knows 
that was all,” replied George. . 

While the examination was going on, Caroline 

Harton was returning from school; and, seeing a 
crowd collected at the court-house, inquired of a 
yo lad the cause of the unusual excitement. 
“ Why,” he replied, “didn’s you know they 
have taken George Mason up for stealing money 
from your father? . They'll send him to the 
State’s prison, 1 guess.” : 

Caroline staid to hear no more; but, rushing 
into the court-house, and bravely struggling her 
way through the crowd of men and boys, reached 
her father, and, throwing her arms around him, 


cried, “Oh! father, have mercy on George! I 
am sure he is no thief! Save him, for my sake, 
father!” 


“Silence!” said Mr. Harton, in a low, hissing 
tone, peculiar to him when furiously angry. 
« James, take home your sister!” 

James Alexander stepped readily forward, and 
dragged, rather than led, the weeping girl away. 

The friends of George Mason in W—— were 
not of the most influential class. ‘There was none 
to help him in his hour of peril. He was “ dumb 
before his accusers,” sitting ever with his eyes 
east down, and his face crimson with the flush of 
shame. 

Angels might have frowned on the arrogance 
of a petty human judge, “ dressed in a little brief 
authority,” on the horrible injustice of the deci- 
sion, which at the instance of a man “ who fared 
sumptuously every day” on wealth accumulated 
by extortions from the poor, this noble boy, this 
good, affectionate child, was sentenced to one 
year’s imprisonment in the county jail! 

On Saturday night, Mrs. Mason and J ulia kept 
the supper waiting a long time for the expected 
son and brother, and Dory and little Fanny stood 
at the window, looking eagerly down the road, till it 
was very late. But he did not come. They knelt in 
their evening worship, and /e was not with them. 
Alas, at that moment, he was kneeling on the 
stone prison floor, with the dark, cold prison 
walls about him, trying to pray, but only groan- 
ing out his helpless grief to God. Sunday, which 
that loving home-circle had hoped would have 
been twice blessed by his dear presence, passed 
slowly and sadly, and it was again night; but he 
did not come. Monday, oh wretched day ! brought 
the poor mother a letter from Mr. Harton, stat- 
ing, in brief, cold terms, the errors and humilia- 
tion of her son. 

Then was the cup of sorrow drained to the 
dregs by that bereaved and dying woman; then 
did a fearful weight of woe, greater than she 
could bear, crush down the strong spirit of that 
sister; then did the shadow of a mighty grief fall 
on the clear brows of those little children, and 
the solemnity of a dread misfortune fill their ten- 
der hearts, hushing the laugh of joy and the care- 
less prattle of innocence. 

A short time after the events above narrated, 
Caroline Harton left her home for a boarding- 
school in an Eastern city. She had been in dis- 
grace with her family ever since her vain attempt 
to benefit her friend, by an appeal to her father’s 
mercy, before the court. Her conduct was deem- 
ed in the highest degree improper and unlady- 
like, and her affection for George treated as a 
crime. Fler brother accompanied her to R 
seminary, and afterwards proceeded to New York, 
where he was to pursue the study of the law, un- 
der an eminent practitioner. 

Before Caroline left W , she managed to 
send George Mason an affectionate letter of fare- 
well, which the youth wept over, and placed be- 
tween the leaves of his Bible. 

As a prisoner, George could not complain of 
ill usage. The jailor, “old Jack Brady,” as he 
was called, a warm-hearted Irishman, had much 
sympathy in the young man’s misfortunes, and 
treated with uncommon consideration one so un- 
like a common criminal. He did not confine him 
in a cell, but gave him a good-sized and quite 
comfortable apartment, and did not require him 
to labor more than his inclination prompted. 
George had books, writing materials, &c., in his 
room, and a little white muslin curtain concealed 
somewhat the iron bars of his window. 

Julian Mason came once a week to see her bro- 
ther, but the season, the distance, and above all 
her mother’s ill health, prevented more frequent 
visits. That sweet girl never pained her brother's 
poor heart by the slightest blame or reproach, but 
ever spoke to him hopefully and most tenderly. 
But George never smiled, and seldom raised his 
sul eyes from the ground. His proud spirit was 
bowed by the sense of his humiliation, as by the 
weight of years and many sorrows. 

Weeks had passed, and every week an age to 
the suffering and remorseful soul of George Ma- 
son. It was the morning of the first of January. 
Tossing on his sleepless couch, he had heard the 
old year rung out and the new year rung in; and 
now, outside the prison walls, he could hear the 
joyous cries of meeting friends—“ A happy new 
year!’ “A happy new year!’ He sat with his 
head bowed on his hands, thinking sorrowfully 
on the happiness gone by forever. It were a 
mockery now to wish him a happy new year, even 
were there any near who cared for him; he was 
desolate, despairing. Suddenly steps were heard 
on the stone pavement without—the massive bolts 
flew back—the door swung open—and old Jack 
Brady called out, “ Master George, here is your 
futher !” 

George sprang eagerly forward, then paused, 
and cast down his eyes, while his face became 
deeply crimsoned. ‘The next moment he was 
elasped in a close and tender embrace. He wound 
his arms about his father, he clung to him, but 
he dared not meet his eye. “Look up, my 
son!” cried Mr. Mason, “you are no criminal, 
but dearer than ever to my heart for all you 
have suffered—look up!’ But George only bu- 
ried his face in his father’s bosom, and wept aloud. 

And thus they stood, locked in that close em- 
brace, trembling and swaying with the passionate 
outburst of ungovernable emotion—sob answering 
sob, tear falling for tear, and words of gentle 
soothing replied to broken confessions, and low, 
sweet terms of household tenderness fell from the 
lips of that strong man, interrupted by fond 
kisses, which he pressed on the brow of his son, 
as it were an infant he held in his arms. 

Mr. Mason soon proceeded to remove his family 
to W——., so that they might be near George to 
minister to his comfort and cheer his loneliness. 

This was, indeed, a happy change for George ; 
for though the labors and duties of his father and 
oldest sister prevented their being much with 
him, and the ill health of his mother precluded 
the idea of her visiting his sad home, he was of- 
ten allowed the company of his younger sisters 
and little brother; and the visits of these dear 
children were so many gleams of sunlight on his 
dark path. 

During the winter and spring, the health of 
Mrs: Mason rapidly failed, till all might behold 
the shadows of the coming night falling around 
her. Sorrow and misfortune had done their office- 
work, and that worn spirit was at length sinking 
beneath their stern istrations. 

One evening; early in May, while Julia was 
making one of her brief visits to her brother, a 
messenger came from her home, saying that asud- 
den change had taken place in the invalid—that 
it was feared she was dying. Julia rose up to 
go, but George clung to her, with a cry of an- 
guish, saying that he also must see his mother once 
more. The jailor heard this, and dashing a tear 
from his eye, without staying to consider whether 
the law would justify him, bade George go home 
with his sister, and remain until morning. 

2 ey old Jack Brady, God will reward thee for 

I cannot describe the scene at that death-hed. 
No mortal pen could uately describe it. Yet 
there the wild weeping of the children—the pale, 
calm grief of Julia—the unspeakable sorrow of 
the husband and father—all could not compare 
with the dread anguish of spirit with which 
George bent over the dying form of his mother. 
Bitter, remorseful thoughts, and terrible prisgiv- 
ings, pierced and lacerated his breast, like the 

quick thrusts of a two-edged sword ; and though 
she smiled on him when: he and laid back 
the hair from his forehead, and kissed his quiver- 
ing lips, and kissed his tears away, and called him 
her “dear boy,” her “good and darling child,” 
and blest him with her last breath, he could not 
be comforted, but fiung his arms around his 
mother, and hid his face in her dead breast, while 
the groans of his breaking heart followed her pure 
soul as it ascended. It almost seemed that the 
spirit: which passed so tranquilly from her own 
form had also gone out from his, but fiercely rent 
its way as it passed...) 

‘From that hour'a change came over George 
_ Mason: The hand of Death was on him! He had 

loved his mother with no common affection ; from 


his infancy his soul had been filled with a yearn- 
Via eated alos: an almost adoring reverence for 
bs a ee ‘gentle being; and nov, now he 
could n . 
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centrate into a small hectic spot, J 
like fire in either cheek—his sunken eye met with 
no glad recognition of the spring flowers which 
his little sisters bronaby fig Ate grew languid, 
and he had no pleasure i e sunshine. The 
hand of Death was on him! : 

But it was said of another young existence, that 
the night was coming fast on the morning—that 
perchance the violets were budding, which should 
flower over the grave-rest_of loveliness, but yet | 
half unfolded—whose early bloom had been g tth- 
ered to deck the breast of thedeath-angel—whose 
morning fragrance had been wafted to Paradise. 

Caroliie Harton had been brought home a sad 
and fading invalid. Heronce light and elastic step 
had grown slow and spiritless—her eyes strangely 
bright—the gladness had gone out of her voice, 
and “passing away” was written on her brow, in 
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The thought of this seemed too poetical for the 


mother of Caroline-too womanly for the:father 
of George ; andl was told that Mr.. 
visited those graves. 
Julia Mason’s hand 
ther. 

Were it necessary ; 
from this “ower true tale,” and present it in 
words to my reader, it need not be long or difficult 


I think it must have been 
that twined those rose-trees 


for me td evolve a moral 


o understand. It might all be comprehended in 
hat simple, dying injunction of Caroline Harton 


to her father—“ deal gently with the erring.” 





the mournful tracery of its clear, blue veins. 
None met her. with laughter and pleasant jesting, 
or called her “ Carry,” now. 
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Whenever she walked out alone, she left with 
the jailor, or his kind wife, brief, sisterly notes, 
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or a present of fruit and flowers, for George, but 
she tend never ask to see him. She thought of 
himasa victim to her father’s sternness, and almost 
felt herself condemned for the wrong which had 
been done him—a fearful wrong, though the law 
sanctioned it. 

Still weaker and weaker grew George Mason 
until July, when a severe hemorrhage of the 
lungs almost utterly prostrated him. He could 
no longer move about his room without support, 
and his father and sister were now his constant 
attendants—a good neighbor taking care of the 
household at home. ; 

One day the invalid complained that his bed 
was too hard, and his father brought for him a 
soft, wide couch, which could be moved wher- 
ever he wished. As he was laid upon this, he said, 
with a faint smile, “here Mary, and Willie, and 
mother died, and here will I die” But suddenly 
he raised himself, crying, “take me up, father! 
I redeemed this couch with that money!” And he 
would no more be laid there. 

As George grew more weak and ill, he seemed 
to become more painfully sensible of the error he 
had committed, and the disgrace he had brought 
upon himself and family. He said often that he 
was the more resigned to die, from the conviction 
that living he should be a wretched and broken- 
spirited man. His humility was almost painful 
to behold. He clung to the robe of Christ’s right- 
eousness with his face in the dust. In his reli- 
gious conversations with his father and sister he 
was ever referring to “the thief on the cross.” 
Oh, it was mournful to hear him do that! 

Ah, soon, too soon for those fond watchers, came 
the last hour.. It was a sultry afternoon, early 
in August. George was raised up in bed, with 
his father and sister beside him. The physician 
had made his last visit, and the children had just 
gone out, wondering “ why brother held them in 
his arms so long, this time, and cried so much ;” 
for they had not been told that “they should see 
his face no more” in life. 

The sufferer was panting for air, and little 
came through the high, grated window; but he 
did not complain. He would look from his father 
to his sister, and from his sister to his father, and 
then compress his lips, and shut down his eyelids 
close, to keep the tears back. All at once, he 
said : 

“Father, do you remember when, long ago, I 
saved little Willie from drowning, you called me 
your ‘hero’—yes, ‘hero,’ that was the word.” 

“Yes, my son, I remember.” 

“Ah, you did not think, then, your ‘little 
hero’ would ever become a thief, and die in a 
jail.” 

“Oh, George, my dear boy, don’t break my 
heart—don’t !” 

At this moment was heard the grating of a key 
in the rusty lock of the ponderous prison door ; 
the door was flung open, and Caroline Harton 
stood on the threshold! At first, George seemed 
troubled with indistinct recollections; but as Car- 
oline advanced, a sweet smile broke over his face, 
he stretched forth his arms, and the next instant 
the poor girl was clinging about his neck, pour- 
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ing out all the love and sorrow of her soul in 
tears upon his breast. 

The jailor had sent for Caroline when they 
thought George was near his end. 
thought that was good of old Jack Brady. 

Oh, beautiful and holy was the last communion 
between those two young hearts. so early and 
sadly crossed in the love which might have filled 
a long life with strength and joy. 

“] shall follow you soon, very soon, dear 
George. Look for me there! and oh, before you 
go, tell me that you forgive my father; do, dear 
George !” 

“T do, Carry, as 1 hope to be forgiven.” 

He remained not long after this. A few bless- 
ed words, that were never to be forgotten, he 
spoke to that father and sister and friend, and 
then he grew very weary, and slept. 

Now, earthly watchers, your task is ended ; 
for angel watchers shall take your places, to guard 
that holy dust till the resurrection morn. 

From her last look on the still face of her first 
and only love, Caroline Harton went tearlessly 
to her home. It was late when she arrived, and 
the house was in much confusion, with inquiry 
and search for her, who had been missed a short 
time previous. She went in silently, sought her 
own room mechanically, and flung herself on a 
couch. Here she was presently discovered by a 
servant, and her parents hurried to her with 
much solicitude. She did not seem to see them, 
and for many minutes made no reply to their 
anxious questioning. At last, as though roused 
from a trance, and pressing her hand against her 
brow, she said, in a tone mournful yet unnatu- 
rally calm, “George Mason is dead—and I am 
quite heart-broken ! that is all—all.” , 

That night she grew alarmingly ill, became de- 
lirious, and so continued, with brief intervals, for 
many days. 

It was supposed that she overheard one of her 
attendants mention the day appointed for the fu- 
neral of George Mason, for that day it rained 
very hard, and she raved constantly of the storm 
making the grave so chilly. At night, however, 
she was more calm, seemed to wish to sleep, and 
they left her quite alone fora while. Suddenly 
an alarm was spread through the house that she 
had disappeared! Mr. Harton rose hastily, and 
headed the household in an eager search over the 
premises, but in vain. At length some one sug- 
gested that use should be made of Caroline’s fa- 
vorite spaniel. This was done; and, guided by 
the faithful creature, the party were led to—the 
grave yard! Mr. Harton shuddered as he marked 
a white object gleaming beneath a large willow, 
at the southern side, for there was the burial lot 
of the Masons. Yes, there lay the poor maniac, 
clasping the newly-raised mound, and sobbing 
and moaning in the storm, her thin bed-dress 
drenched by the rain, and her dark hair driven 


about her face by the night wind. 


Her father took her in his arms, and hastened 
homeward. Then all was done that was possible, 
to counteract the effects of that terrible expo- 
sure, but in vain! The chill of death had passed 
into her fragile frame—the destroyer was at her 
vitals. 

At length, one pleasant morning, she awoke to 
perfect consciousness, and a clear knowledge of 
her situation. She knew that the solemn last 
change was close at hand, and requested to see 
her father. He advanced to her bedside, and 
Caroline took his hand, and raising it to her 
lips, kissed it tenderly. As she did so, a tear 
gathered slowly in the cold, grey eye, and rolled 
down the hard cheek of the old man. Then 
Carry knew that Heaven had been dealing with 
he heart of her father, softening it by affliction. 

“ Father,” she said, “Iam about to leave you ; 
I would willingly have remained here, and been 
& good child to you; but it may not be—I go to 
God, I trust. And now, at the last. let me im- 
plore you to think more on God and Heaven, and 
to begin to do good to your fellow-men—and ob! 
dear father, as you hope for forgiveness, deal gen- 
tly with the erring” After a pause, she re- 
sumed: “I think you were too hasty and severe 
with poor George Mason, father; but you did 
not mean to be hard-hearted. The large sums 
you suspected that he stole from you, brother 
James took from your desk. He told me so when 
it was too late. Now I have a last request to 
make. Will you tell people you have ascertained 
that George did not take those missing sums? 
Promise me!” And he promised her. When she 
added: “ One other dearer request I would make. 
Will you ask Mr. Mason to let me be buried be- 
side George? Promise me, father!” And he 
promised her. ‘ 

A brief time after this conversation, Stephen 
Harton and his wife, restored by affliction to 
something of the by-gone tenderness, stood clasped 
in each other’s arms, weeping together over what 
was once life, and love, and beautiful promise— 
the still form of their best and dearest child. 

The “silver chord was loosened, and the golden 
bow! broken.” 

The grave of Caroline was made where she 
wished. to lie, close by that of George. They 
sleep side by side—the poor children. While the 
shadow of the pall seemed yet to linger on the 
threshold of the Hartons, another and a more 
bitter sorrow came upon them. James, their on- 
ly son, getting among gamblers, forged drafts up- 
on father’s banker for a large amount, and 
then made his way to Paris, that ise of gen- 
tlemanly scoundrels. To this day he is an exile 
and a wanderer, 

A few years since, I visited the burial-place of 
W-——,, and stood by the graves of George and 
Caroline, in a bea and shadowy spot. I 
found that of George marked by a plain aaautone, 
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friends who are interesting themselves in extend- 
ing the circulation of the Eva. As the best re- 
turn we can make, we shall spare no pains or rea- 
sonable expense calculated to make it all such a 
journal ought to be. 


——— 


FLORIDA. 


Vote for Taylor, 4,539; Cass, 3,238; scatter- 
ing, 19. Majority for Taylor, 1,301. ‘Total vote, 
7,777—about one-sixth the vote of New York 
city. But Governor Mosely, in his late message, 
talks very fiercely about the Wilmot Proviso, 
and threatens the Union, as if the State of Flor- 
ida were necessary to it. 


THE NATIONAL ERA. 


G, BAILEY, JUN., EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR. 
J.G. WHITTIER, CORRESPONDING EDITOR. 





Wasurineton, D. C. 


PROSPECTUS FOR 1849, 
HE NATIONAL ERA is an Anti-Slavery, Political, and 
Literary Newspaper; an advocate of Reforms, adapted to 
secure the Personal Rights of all men and to harmonize so- 
cial and political relations with the Jemands of Justice; es- 
pecially of that Great Movement, whose doctrines are sum- 
med up in the brief maxims—Free THovcnt, Free 
Sprecu, a Free Press; Free Soir, Frees Lasor, and 
Free Men. 

A brief summary of the principles and measures we are 
prepared at all proper times to sustain, will serve to show the 
character and course of the Era. 

We hold— 

That Slavery is repugnant to Natural Right, the Law of 
Christianity, the spirit of the age, and the essential nature 
of our Republican Institutions : 

That Emancipation, without compulsory expatriation, is a 
high duty, demanded alike by Justice and Expediency : 

That there is but one safe and effectual mode of abolishing 
Slavery; and that is by law, to be enacted by the States in 
which it exists: 

That Slavery can have no lawful being in Territory under 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States: 

That Congress is bound to exclude it from all Territory 
now belonging or that may hereafter belong to the United 
States: 

That the American Union, as the bond of Peace, the organ 
of one Language and one Civilization, the medium of Free 
Trade, among the numerous States and Territories stretch- 
ing from the Atlantic to the Pacific shores of this Continent ; 
as the Refuge of suffering millions from the Old World, 
and a Safeguard against its Ambition and Intrigue, is of 
priceless value to the Cause of Human Progress; and that 
there is enough intelligence and virtue in its members to ex- 
tinguish Slavery, the single cause that disturbs its harmo- 
nies, impairs ita energies, alloys its good, and threatens its 
stability : 

That the Federal Constitution ought to be so amended as 
to place the election of a President in the hands of the Peo- 
ple, directly, and to limit his term of office to four years, mak- 
ing him thereafter ineligible ; and to be still further amend- 
ed so as to give to the People of the several States the elec- 
tion of their United States Senators, changing the term of 
office from six to four years: 

That the Post Office Department ought to be separated 
from the Chief Executive, the Postmaster General and all 
the local Postmasters being elective by the People, and the 
power of removal for just and sufficient cause lodged in the 
hands of the Postmaster General : 

That postage on all papers, of a certain size, for all 
distances, should be one cent; on all letters, under half an 
ounce, for a'l distances, two cents prepaid; that the franking 
privilege should be abolished; and negotiations be instituted 
for the purpose of securing free exchanges within reasonable 
limits, between the newspapers of Europe and the United 
States, and areduction to the luwest point possible in the 
postage on letters passing between foreign countries and 
our own: 

‘That the public lands shall be held as a trust for the ben- 
efit of the People of the United States, to be donated in lim- 
ited quantities to actual settlers who are landless : 

That the inalienability of the homestead ought to be es- 
tablished by law in every State : ° 

That all restrictions on commerce among the several 
States, and between all nations, ought to be removed as soon 
as possible : 

That Congress ought to make due appropriations for im- 
provements demanded by the interests of commerce with 
foreign nations, or among the States, provided they be not 
purely local in their benefits, and be not proper subjects for 
State or individual enterprise. 

In maintaining our views, we shall fearlessly use the 
rights, while we respect the courtesies, of Free Disenssion, 
conceding to those who may differ from us, what we claim for 
ourselves, the credit of honest motives. 

Such reports of the proceedings of Congress will be given 
as will convey a correct idea not only of its action, but, of its 
spirit and policy. 

For the Literary Department of the Era we have amply 
provided. No reasonable expense shail be spared for contri- 
butions from some of the best minds in the country. Joun 


G. Wuirrter will as Corresponding Editor, en- 
riching our columns with productions of permanent valne, 
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Reforms and Reformers, Henry B. Stanton, is to become 
a regular contributor. We are making arrangements for the 
publication of some invaluable original papers on the Re- 
suurces of the Great West, by a gentleman every way com- 
petent for the task ; and also of original sketches and tales 
for Home Reading. The ra will continue to be adorned by 
the poetry of contributors whose names are familiar to our 
as household words. 


T per annum, always 
fone ae renewing his su m, and sending 


ptio 
us two NEW subscribers, shall have the three copies for $5. 
All communi on business of the Era or for publica- 
tion, should be addressed to G. BAILEY, Jun., 
‘ Washington, D. C. 


i> Friendly Editors, publishing or noticing the foregoing 
Prospectus, will confer a favor that will be duly appreciat 


in advance. 





We have the pleasure of announcing that theanthor of Modern | 
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the Philadelphia Ledger, the North America 
piles the following table, showing the comp rative 
number of warrguts located) in) free and. slave 
States : 
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FREE STATES. 








F 3 Warrants for— Total No, 
Mawr hs ph age AO nares. > jacrés; 
Ohie - - He £208 8 32,480 
_aJndiana 808. 26 130,320 
Illinois ~ =~" =" 2980 “28 T" ~488, 160 
Michigan - - 87 _ 13,930 
Wisconsin - - 3534 497 589,310 
Towa - - \- 1,602 32 257,600 
9,212 947 1,511,800 


947 





Total in free States 10,159 
SLAVEHOLDING STATES. 





Missouri - - 937 26 150,960 
Alabama - |- 40 78 9,520 
Mississippi - 62 5 10,120 
Louisiana - - 256 151 47,000 
Arkansas - \- 286 9 46,120 
Florida - |- _ - — 

1,581 269 263,720 

269 1,511,800 


Total inslave States 1,850 

Total acres located 1,775,520 

“Thus it appears, that of 1,775,520 acres, the 
total number located—1,511,800 were located in 
the six free States, while only 263,720 acres were 
located in the six slave States—making a propor- 
tion of nearly siz acres entered in the free for one 
acre taken up in the slave States. 

“It appears, also, that of the i2,009 warrants, 
(representing, a8 we may suppose, the same num- 
ber of soldiers, or other holders, who bought of 
them,) 10,159 have gone to the free States, and 
only 1,850 to the slave States—being in the same 
proportion of siz men, or rather more than six, 
who. preferred locating their warrants in free 
States, to every one man who was willing to choose 
his land in a slave State.” 


All this will appear still moresignificant, when it 
is recollected that of the volunteer forces engaged 
in the war against Mexico, some forty-three thou- 
sand were from the slave States, and twenty-three 
thousand from the free States. The fair pre- 
sumption, therefore, is, that a large proportion of 
the soldiers who have located the warrants, is 
from the slaveholding States—and yet, but 1,850 
out of 12,000 represented by the warrants, have 
selected homes in those States. 

Can any man doubt, after looking at these facts, 
that were it left to the decision of the soldiers, by 
whose arms the Territories of New Mexico and 
California have been acquired, whether they 
should be kept /ree or not, six-sevenths of them 
would pronounce in favor of their continued free- 
dom ? 

The slaveholders tell us that those Territories 
have been acquired by the blood of all the States. 
True—but whose blood has flowed most freely ? 
Not that of Slaveholders, Capitalists, or Land 
Speculators. The men without slaves in the South, 
and without wealth in the North, have borne the 
burthen of the coniest—and, if any claim is to be 
set up toan equal participation in the Territo- 
ries on the ground stated, then, by every princi- 
ple of justice, the soil should be held, not only 
free from Slavery, but from Speculation—a home 
for the poor freemen of the South, who are op- 
pressed now by slaveholders, and for the indus- 
trious freemen of the North, who are obeying the 
Divine injunction, “By the sweat of thy brow 
shalt thou eat thy bread.” 


—_se 


DOINGS IN CONGRESS AND OUT OF IT. 

Want of room prevented us last week from 
noticing the bill of Mr. Giddings, intended to 
authorize the People of the District to express 
their views as to the continuance of Slavery 
therein. It provided for submitting the question 
to all male persons over twenty one-years of age. 
In reply to a question put by Mr. Tompkins, of 
Mississippi, he admitted that the provision would 
enable all, white and black, bond and free, to 
vote—his principles did not permit him to qualify 
it—others might move to amend it, if they saw 
proper. The bill was laid upon the table—yeas 
108, nays 77. 

The right of suffrage was formerly restricted 
in this District, until an act of Congress, passed, 
we think, at the last session, secured to all white 
males above twenty-one years, paying a tax of one 
dollar, the right to vote. We regret that the 
terms of Mr. Giddings’s bill were such as to com- 
plicate the question of emancipation to be decid- 
ed upon by the citizens of theDistrict, with that 
of colored suffrage. In fact, taking the reply of 
Mr. G. as the exponent of the bill, it was in itself 
an act of emancipation, while it purported to sub- 
mit the question to the people. By authorizing 
the slaves to vote, it was calculated to arouse feel. 
ings of fierce hostility which would not have been 
excited by a simple proposition to invest them 
with their natural rights. But we do not believe 
that this was the intention of the bill. 

For our own part, we should like to see a bill 
prepared, submitting the question to the quali- 
fied voters of the District, with the distinct inti- 
mation that a liberal appropriation would be 
made to aid in the act of emancipation. Sucha 
bill, we doubt not, would pass Congress, and we 
have just as little doubt as to the decision of the 
citizens of this District under it. We see not 
how or why such a measure would create unpleas- 
ant excitement. It would be giving to thousands 
of citizens, unrepresented in any legislative body, 
an opportunity to doa high act of justice, with 
some grace ; and it would also result in the eman- 
cipation, not transfer, of the victims of Slavery, 
Pass an act of abolition, without such provision as 
we have suggested, and before it could take effect, 
almost every slave in the District would be sold to 
the South. Let the method we have pointed out 
be adopted, and while the freemen of the District 
would be dealt with as American citizens, the 
slaves would be reinstated in their natural rights, 
as human beings, without violence, and not re- 
moved as property to the slave markets of the 
South. 








MR, GOTT’S RESOLUTION. 

The reader is referred to our Congressional 
record for the proceedings of the House on the 
introduction of the resolution of Mr. Gott, of 
New York, instructing the Committee on the 
District of Columbia to report a bill for the abo- 
lition of the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia. It was passed by a vote of 98 to 87, amid 
some excitement, but no discord. Two efforts, in 
which many Northern men of both parties took 
part, were made to get; rid of it. 

Mr. Howell Cobb moved to lay it upon the 
table ; the vote was a close one—yeas 82, nays 85. 
As we are anxious that the non-slaveholders of 
the country should understand the philosophy of 
this vote, we have prepared the following table of 
representatives from the free States who voted to 
lay the resolution on the table, and thereby leave 
the slave trade here undisturbed, and those who 
were either absent or refused to vote : 


DEMOCRATS. 

Absent or not voting. 
Birdsall, N. Y. Cathcart, Ia. 
Collins, N. Y. Clapp, Me. 
Edsall, N. J. Hammons, Me. 
Mann, Pa.’ Murphy, N. Y. 
Maclay, N. Y. McClernand, Il. 
McClelland, Mich. Petrie, N Y. 
Richardson, Il. Rockhill, Ia. 
Smith, Ill. Turner, Iil. 
Wick, Ia. 


Voting to lay on the table. 





Brid Pa. Clark, Me. 
Brown, Pa. Ficklin, 11. 
Ingersoll, Pa. ‘ Kennon, O. 
Miller, O. Sawyer, O. 
Wiley, Me. Williams, Me. 
WHIGS. 
Absent or not voting. 

Abbott, Mass. Duer, N. Y. 

. Ashmun, Mass. Eckert, Pa. 
Embree, [a, Freedley, Pa. 
Grinnell, Mass. Gregory, N. J. 
Hale, Mass. — Hampton, Pa. 
Irvin, Pa. Miller, N. Y. 
Nelson, N. Y. Nes, Pa. 
Reynolds, N. Y. Smith, Conn. 
Sherrill, N. Y. Stewart, Pa. 
Schenck, 0. Smith, Ia. 
Taylor, 0. 
















goéad caugewe would classifi 
The xon-voters will undoubtedly explain 
to their constituents why they did not vote. Mr. 
Stewart, of Pennsylvani+;we learn, is detained, 
from the city by sickness. Mr. Schenck was ab- 
sent on a call to a sick member of his family. Mr. 
Ashmun, we presume, was engaged in Supreme 
Court business.’ Others; such as Caleb Smith, of 
Indiana, and Truman Smith, of Connecticut, &c., 
were present, but did not vote. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
question being, “Shall the main question now be 
put?” the yeas and nays were again demanded— 
most absurdly, as Mr. Greeley writes to the T’i- 
hune—most wisely, as everybody else will judge, 
in view of the eccentricities in the vote just taken, 
and of the remarkable votes to which we are now 
to direct attention. 

Recollect, the resolution was one instructing 
the Committee on the District to report a bill 
abolishing the slave trade in this capital. The 
Grand Turk, not long since, suppressed the 
slave markets of Constantinople. First, an at- 
tempt is made to get rid of the subject, and let 
the traffic alone, by laying the resolution on the 
table; and in favor of this motion we find record- 
ed four Whigs and ten Democrats from the free 
States, while seventeen Democrats and twenty- 
two Whigs from the free States either refused to 
vote or were absent. Next, an attempt is made 
to prevent the question from being taken on the 
resolution, and here we present another analysis : 

“ Shall the main question now be put 2” 

DEMOCRATIC NOES FROM THE FREE STATES. 


them. 


Bridges, Pa. Leffler, lowa. 
Ingersoll, Pa. Miller, O. 
McClernand, Ill. Nicoll, N. Y. 
Richey, O. Stewart, Mich. 
Strong, Pa. 

DEMOCRATIC ABSENTEES OR NON-VOTERS FROM 

THE FREE STATES. 

Birdsall, N. Y. Maclay, N. Y. 
Brown, Pa. Richardson, IIl. 
Brodhead, Pa. Wick, O. 
Clapp, Me. Petrie, N. Y. 
Collins, N. Y. Turner, Ii], 
Edsall, N. J. Wilmot, Pa, 


Murphy, N. Y. 
WHIG NOES FROM THE FREE STATES. 


Butler, Pa. Dunn, Ia. 
Brady, Pa. Embree, Ia. 
Freedley, Pa. Hampton, N. J. 
Irwin, Pa. Ingersoll, Pa. 


Lincoln, Ill 


Rockwell, Ct. 
Thompson, fa. 


Smith, Ct. 


Van Dyke, N. J. Vinton, O. 

WHIGS FROM ‘THE FREE STATES NOT VOTING, 
Duer, N.Y. Eckert, Pa. 
Nelson, N. Y. Nes, Pa. 
St. John, N. Y. Stewart, Pa. 
Sherrill, N. Y. Schenck, O. 
Tallmadge, N. Y. Taylor, O. 


Smith, Ja. 

Several of the Slaveholders, however, uniting 
with Anti-Slavery men, carried the day, and 
the main question was ordered to be taken by a 
large majority. The question then being upon 
the resolution, it was passed—yeas 98, nays $7. 
DEMOCRATIC NAYS FROM THE FREE STATES. 


Clark, Me. Bridges, Pa. 
Hammons, Me. Brown, Pa. 
Smart, Me. Ingersoll, Pa. 
Wiley, Me. Strong, Pa. 
Williams, Me. Kennon, O. 
Ficklin, Ill. Miller, O. 
McClernand, [1]. Sawyer, O. 


DEMOCRATS FROM THE FREE STATES NOT 
VOTING. 


Birdsall, N. Y. 
Collins, N. Y. 
Murphy, N. Y. 
Maclay, N. Y. 


Edsall, N. J. 
Richardson, [1]. 
Wick, Ia. 
Wilmot, Pa. 


Petrie, N. Y. 
WHIG NAYS FROM THE FREE STATES. 

Lincoln, Il. Thompson, Ia. 
WHIGS FROM THE FREE STATES NOT VOTING 

Brady, Pa. Nelson, N. Y. 

Eckert, Pa. Smith, Ct. 

Levin, Pa. Taylor, O. 

Nes, Pa. Schenck, O. 

Stewart, Pa. Smith, la. 

Duer, N. Y. 


Men will wonder twenty-five years hence how 
eighty-seven men in an American Congress could 
stand up before God, and virtually vote for the 
continuance of the trade in human beings in the 
capital of the foremost Republic in the world. 

We would be just, however. A few members 
from the free States voting nay, among whom we 
may name the Hon. E. K. Smart, of Maine, fear- 
ed any movement which might tend, in their 
opinion, to embarrass the question of Slavery- 
Extension. These voted in the negative on this 
resolution, not because they were opposed to its 
object, but because they believed this object could 
be better attained, after the settlement of the 
question of slavery in the Territories. While 
dissenting from the policy of these gentlemen, this 
statement from us is a simple act of justice to 
them. 

The Corporation of this city is powerless 
against the evil. In 1831, itundertcok to put 
down the traffic by a license tax of $400, but ina 
suit brought to test its validity, the Circuit Court 
decided that it was null and void. 

There is not a respectable citizen in Washing- 
ton who does not blush when any allusion is 
made to the slave pens, and execrate them from 
the depths of his heart. So long ago as 1828, 
twelve hundred adult citizens of this place, nearly 
all of its voters, in an elaborate and earnest me- 
morial, prayed Congress to interpose to deliver 
the city from the infamy. 

The traffic, as carried on, is clearly illegal, but 
the laws against it are such as cannot be effectu- 
ally enforced. By a statute of Virginia, passed 
in 1792, we think, the importation of slaves for 
the purpose of sale or residence therein was pro- 
hibited under severe penalties. A similar statute 
was passed by the Legislature of Maryland in 
1795. These statutes were adopted, with others, 
for the Government of the District in 1801-2, 
and, in a case carried up to the Supreme Court 
so late as 1844, the validity of the Maryland stat- 
ute was confirmed by a unanimous decision, even 
as applying to slaves imported into this county 
from Alexandria, the other county of the District, 
ceded by Virginia. 

Both the States named continue the prohibition 
of the importation of slaves for sale or residence, 
while in this District, under the special care of 
Congress, slaves are constantly brought in from 
adjoining States for exportation to the South. 

Why will not the representatives of the South 
grant to the people of the District the same im- 
munity their own States enjoy? And how, in the 
face of all the facts just presented, can thirty-six 
members from the free States, by their silence or 
positive votes, sustain a traffic here which Jeffer- 
son denounced as the opprobrium of Christian 
nations ? 

DOINGS OUT OF CONGR ESS—PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT OF DISUNIONISTS. 

Southern members of Congress, instigated by 
the evil genius of John C. Calhoun, met in cau- 
cus last Friday night at the Senate Chamber, to 
organize a sort of Provisional Southern Govern- 
ment. Senator Metcalfe, of Kentucky, (Whig,) 
was called to the chair; Representative Venable, 
of North Carolina, (Democrat,) was appointed 
Secretary. Resolutions of the Calhoun type were 
submitted by Mr. Bayly, of Virginia. Mr. Cal- 
houn addressed the meeting in his usual style of 

bitter complaint against the North, and the ne- 
cessity of prompt and united action on the part of 


\ the South. Mr. Westcott made an extremely vi- 


olent speech. Of course: he isa native of New 
Jersey, and migrated tothe South from that State. 
Some of the speakers insisted on immediate ac- 
tion. Stephens and Toombs of Georgia, Chap- 
man of Maryland, and others, advocated delib- 
eration—they thought it wise to wait till some 
overt act had been committed by the North. Mr. 
Stephens moved that the resolutions be referred to 
a committee of one from each State, to report on 
the 15th of January next. ‘The following gentle- 
men constitute the committee : 

Messrs. Stephens, of Georgia ; Clayton, of Del- 
aware; Chapman, of Maryland; Bayly, of Vir- 
ginia; Venable, of North Carolina; Calhoun, of 
South Carolina; King, of Alabama; Foote, of 





Mississippi ; Downs, of Louisiana ; Morehead, of 








sultation with all the gentlemen named upon it. 
Some of them may decline to serve, or may con- 
sent with a view of arresting the agitation and 
soothing the ex¢itement.” 

We learn that no man had the courage to in- 
vite Mr. Benton to attend this Disunion meeting. 
His estimate of the value of the Union, and his 
appreciation of the designs of John C. Calhoun, 
are too well understood. 

Here, then, we have an organization of Whigs 


pices of Mr. Calhoun, with regular officers, 
and announcing as the alternative to the submis- 
sion of Northern members to its mandates, a 
dissolution of the Union. 

What better is such an organization than the 
Hartford Convention? The friends of General 
Taylor in the South claimed that he was above 
being the candidate of a party—he would be the 
President of the People. Now, they separate 
from their Northern friends, and, under the 
leadership of John C. Calhoun, seem resolved to 
reduce General Taylor below the level of even a 
party President, to make him the President of a 
faction, of the faction of a section. 

Suppose the members from the free States fol- 
low their example, and, without distinction of 
party, form a separate organization, appoint a 
provisional committee, and announce their pur- 
pose to go home to their constituents, and stir 
them up to violent resistance, should the South- 
ern members persist in the resolve to thrust sla- 
very upon free territory. ‘The papers here would 
ring with anathemas, and the Southern press 
would denounce such an organization as treason 
to the Union. But, if such conduct be decent, 
sensible, loyal, in Southern members, why not in 
Northern ? 

Suppose the non-slaveholding members stand 
firm—deem it nothing more than reasonable to 
give to the free territories the protection they 
humbly ask against the curse of Slavery—con- 
sider it unmanly, degrading, to submit to the 
reign of terror instituted by this new Provisional 
Government—what then? Do these men seri- 
ously intend to go home, and sound the trump of 
anarchy and civil war? 

The duty of the representatives of the great 
non-slaveholding masses is plain. They have 
acted honorably towards the South. They did 
not originate the scheme for the annexation of 
Texas. They did not originate the war for the 
conquest of New Mexico and California. Texas 
was forced into the Union in hot haste, through 
the mad ambition of John C. Calhoun, for the 
purpose, chiefly, of strengthening the slavehold- 
ing interest. It was a slaveholding country, and 
the masses of non-slaveholding citizens submitted 
to the act. Now, California-and New Mexico: 
non-slaveholding territories, having been brought 
in through a scheme, not originated by them, 
they insist that they shall remain as they are— 
free by their own laws. This ground is reason- 
able, moderate. Less they could not ask; and it 
isa point they cannot concede without self-deg- 
radation and the commission of crime. Espe- 
cially can they not yield, under the threat of this 
new Southern organization. If they do, they 
cease to be the representatives of freemen, and 
become the tools of slaveholders. The freedom 
of Congress would no longer exist. There would 
be no independent Federal Legislature, deciding 
questions under the Constitution by the will of 
a majority, but the legislative power would be 
transferred to a sectional caucus, a provisional 
slaveholding government, compelling the pretend- 
ed representatives of non-slaveholders to register 
its mandates as law. 

Surely, even the dough-faces can hesitate no 
longer. The hour has come when their own free- 
dom must be vindicated, or they are doomed 
slaves forever. The bills to establish Territorial 
Governments in New Mexico and California are 
reported. Let there be no faltering, no hesitat- 
ing, no delay. Put them through at once. Prove 
that you are men—that you are free representa- 
tives—that you never will surrender your lib- 
erty of action to organized force—and thus ad- 
minister a suitable rebuke to the reckless dema- 
gogues who would establish an irresponsible cau- 
cus in the Capitol, to control the deliberations of 
a Congress chosen by the suffrages of the whole 
People to legislate for the interests of the whole 
Union. 

We should like to know how far Messrs. Clay- 
ton, Reverdy Johnson, Mangum, Badger, Bell, 
Atchison, Pearce, Stephens, Tombs, Clingman, 
and other men of that category, are willing to 
carry on this game of intimidation—how far they 
are willing to march under the lead of John C. 
Calhoun. The People of the Union will observe 
them. 





PUT THROUGH THE BILL. 


Some members of the House, sincerely in favor 
of maintaining Freedom in our Territories, are 
rather opposed to urging the Wilmot Proviso at 
the present session, apprehending its defeat either 
by the Senate or the President. 

From what has transpired, it is certain that, if 
the friends of Freedom refrain from action, the 
advocates of Compromise will not follow their 
example. But if there must be agitation, the 
former should take the initiative, show confidence 
in their own position, prevent the latter from in- 
sidiously organizing an efficient party, and not 
suffer themselves to be placed in an attitude of 
apparent indifference or antagonism to the new 
Territories. 

We have no fear of the House. The recent 
elections read a lesson to its members which they 
will not forget. Compromise cannot stand in that 
branch of the Legislature, as the vote on Mr. 
Root’s resolution demonstrates. And itis by no 
means improbable that the complexion of the 
Senate has undergone a favoruble change. The 
Legislature of Indiana, with twenty-four Demo. 
cratic majority on joint ballot, having elected 
Governor Whitcomb in the place of Mr. Hanne- 
gan, expressly on the ground of the devotion of 
the former to the Wilmot Proviso, will probably 
instruct the latter to sustain it—and in a letter, 
published in the Indiana Sentinel, he pledges him- 
self to obey instructions. In view of this indica- 
tion, there can be no doubt as to the course of 
his colleague. From Illinois we expect soon to 
hear of some decisive action in its Legislature on 
the subject. With a majority of nine thousand 
in 1844, and a majority of twelve thousand against 
them in 1848—a change wrought by the pro-sla- 
very course of their Senators in Congress, and 
the action of the Free Soil party—the Democrats 
there will hardly deem it advisable to trust their 
fortunes any longer to the keeping of Slavery. 
Their State Legislature will probably follow the 
example of that of Indiana—elect a Wilmot Pro- 
viso Senator in the place of Mr. Breese, unless 
he can give assurance of his fidelity to Freedom, 
and place both its Senators under instructions. 
In that event, Senator Douglas must choose be- 
tween obeying, or retiring to his plantation in 
the South, to look after his slaves. From the 
past we know what will be the action of the Sena- 
tors from Michigan and Wisconsin ; and the new 
Senators from Iowa will hardly separate them- 
selves from their Western brethren. May we 
not, therefore, expect the fifteen non-slavehold- 
ing States to present an undivided front, should 
the Senate be brought to a direct vote on the 
question? If so, they may certainly calculate 
upon the vote of the two Delaware Senators, 
and, possibly, upon that of Mr. Benton—and 
these would give them six majority. 

But, whatever the result in the Senate, let that 
body be tested. The question of establishing 
free Territorial Governments for our vast terri- 
tories, is.too important to be shuffied off because 
of the doubt that hangs over the councils of the 
Senate. If there be men in that body who, after 
the plain indications of the popular will furnished 
by the recent elections, are reckless enough to 
defy it, who will not give to New Mexico and 
California the benefits of republican government, 





and Democrats from the South, under the aus- | 
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unless they can send with it the curse of Slavery, 
the people ought to know who and what they are. 

As to the pledged veto of the President, (pledged 
in not very explicit terms,) that is a strange rea- 
son to urge why a bill should not be pressed 
through the National Legislature. If valid, his 
Majesty might save the good people a world of 
trouble. Let him always, in his ennual rescript, 
state what measures he will sanction, and what 
veto, so that Congress may be saved the trouble of 
thinking, and proceed at once to register his Ma- 
jesty’s edicts. The despotism of the President 
in attempting to restrain the freedom of Congress 
by advertising it of his purpose to veto a certain 
measure, is an additivnal reasen for its passage. 
Unless that body be disposed to sacrifice its rights 
and the rights of its constituents, to Presidential 
prerogative, it will make it a part of its first busi. 
ness to put through this very measure without 
delay. It would be an appropriate rebuke to such 
tyranny. Let him bear before the People and he- 
fore God the entire responsibility of thwarting the 
righteous will of the National Legislature, and 
defeating a measure, held by the great major- 
ity of the People essential to the vital interests 
of our territorial possessions—because / deems it 
proper to keep open a door, through which to force 
upon the inhabitants of the Territories an insti- 
tution they detest, and pray to be protected 
against ! 

Put through the bill, then. The moral influ- 
ence of such an act would be infinitely more pow- 
erful than any influence that could emanate from 
the Presidential veto. It would consolidate and 
encourage the friends of Freedom throughout the 
Union, and go far towards extinguishing that 
miserable servility among Northern politicians, 
Without which the Slave Power would be compa- 
ratively impotent. We say, the friends of Free- 
dom throughout the Union—for this question is not 
a sectional one ; the large majority of the citizens 
of the Slave States have as heavy a stake in the 
freedom of these new territories as the citizens of 
the North and West. 


> 


For the National Era. 


THE WILLOW AND THE SOUL. 


BY AUGUSTINE DUGANNE. ~ 








The life of outward things hath entered mine, 
And with a new, o’ersweeping stretch, the eyes 
_ Of my long-blinded heart look forth on life— 
Like Bartimeus, when the Master spake. 
O, wondrous life! O, world so long shut out, 
With thy uncounted hosts of wretched men, 
Whose miseries in my blindness were unseen— 
I look upon thee as a shuddering slave, dragged forth 
From out the pest-ship’s hold, might mark her deck’s 
Rank burden, and shrink backward to his chains. 


O, soul! thou art but as a willow wand! 
The tempest sways thee, and the awful waves 
Of crime o’erwhelm thee. Hide thyself, my soul! 


Nay, answers now my soul—“ TI hope and wrestle! 
Even like the willuw wand amid the storm, 
Bent by the furions cataracts, and sunk 
Beneath the warring waters!—lo! there clings 
Around its slender form a tuft of moss, 

Which like a net hath gathered in its threads 

A mass of floating weeds and earthy roots. 

They mingle—they entwine—they nucleate,— 
And gathering loosened soil, and withered limbs 
Of blasted trees,—behold! they swell, expand, 
Absorb the torrent, and withstand the storm,— 
Rooted and anchored ’mid the troublovs waves— 
An Island of the Sea!” 


— —_ 


THE SOUTH CAROLINA MOVEMENT. 


Were we to judge of the citizens of South Car- 
olina generally by the acts of their public men 
we could not givethem credit for the slightest at- 
tachment to the Union. Whether they be truly 
represented or not, it is impossible to say. No 
people are less understood by the rest of the 
Union than they are. The policy of excluding 
them generally from active participation in na- 
tional politics ; of confining party excitements in 
relation to the Presidency to the class of large 
slaveholders ; of securing to the Legislature, com- 
posed chiefly of the representatives of this priy- 
ileged class, the sole right to casi the vote of the 
State for Presidential Electors, has alicnated the 
people, and separated them from their brethren in 
other States, so that they seem to occupy the po- 
sition of foreigners in the great American family. 

The recert movements in that State on the sub- 
ject of the Wilmot Proviso, have originated with 
the class of large slaveholders, and been control- 
led by them. They are doubtless intended to in- 
timidate the non-slaveholding representatives in 
Congress into disobedience to the will of their 
constituents on the question of'slavery. 

Meetings were held in several districts of the 
State just before the session of the Legislature, to 
consider the state of the country and the demands 
of the crisis; but, so far as we can infer from 
their proceedings, there was much difference of 
opinion as to the proper policy to be adopted 
Some advised that their representatives in Con- 
gress be instructed to retire the moment the Wil- 
mot Proviso should be passed; others, that a 
great Convention of the Southern States be held, 
to concoct measures of resistance, and separation 
from the Union, if necessary; others, advised re- 
liance on State action alone; others thought it 
would be prudent to postpone decisive action un- 
til it was ascertained whether General Taylor 
would veto any measure restrictive of slavery. 

By some of the meetings, committees were ap- 
pointed to correspond with leading men in other 
Southern States, and secure pledges of their co- 
operation in a gencral plan of open resistance to 
the authority of Congress, should it be used to 
maintain freedom in the Territories. 

In the Legislature now in session, the subject 
has been called up, and every variety of action is 
proposed. There are evidently two parties—one 
in favor of summary proceedings, the other inclin 
ing to patient and pacific counsels. Thus far 
nothing has been done; but the following resolu- 
tions, reported by Mr. Manning, from the Com- 
mittee on Federal Relations, await discussion and 
action : 

“ Whereas it appears to be the deliberate pur- 
pose of a large portion of the people of the North- 
ern States of this Union, to attempt through Con- 
gress the Abolition of Slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and to exclude the introduction of 
slaves into New Mexico and California, in the 
organization of their Territorial Governments: Be 
it therefore 

“ Resolved, That we solemnly deny the power 
of Congress, under the Federal Compact, to inter- 
fere directly or indirectly with the existence of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, or to prohibit 
its introduction into any territory acquired by 
treaty, or by the joint arms of the separate sove- 
reign and independent States of this Confederacy, 
or into any portion of this Continent. 

“ Resolved, That this General Assembly cor- 
dially approves and adopts as its own the resolu- 
tions passed by the Legislature of Virginia in the 
year 1847, wherein it is asserted that under no 
cireumstances will that body recognise any enact- 
ment of the Federal Government which has for 
its object the prohibition of slavery in any terri- 
tory acquired either by conquest or treaty—and 
that the passage of the Wilmot Proviso by Con- 
gress makes it the duty of every slaveholding 
State, and all citizens thereof, as they value their 
dearest privileges—their sovereignties—their in- 
dependence—their rights of property, to take 
firm, united, and concerted action in this emer- 
gency. ; 

“ Resolved, That upon the question of the Wil- 
mot Proviso this General Assembly entertains a 
determined feeling of opposition and resistance, 
and that, regarding it as a paramount issue in their 
Federal relations, they are disposed to forego all 
minor differences of opinion with other slave- 
holding States, in order to form a perfect union 
with them, in opposition and resistance to legis]a- 
tion by Congress, at once intolerable and uncon- 
stitutional. ‘ 
“ Resolved, That the Governor of this State is 
hereby requested to forward a copy of these reso- 
lutions to the several Executives of the slave- 
holding States, to be laid before their respective 
Legislatures, and that they be invited to codperate 
in such measures as may be deemed necessary to 
protect Southern rights, property, and honor. 

“ Resolved, That the Governor of this State be 
farther requested to forward a copy of these reso- 
lations to our Senators and Representatives at 
Washington, to be laid before both ILouses of 
Congress during the present session.” 


Suppose the Legislature adopt them ; we do not 
think the Union will be much shaken. They con- 
template no action, it will be seen, except in con- 
cert with other Southern States. There will be 
no such concert. “No! No! 0, pshaw!” was the 
unanimous response made the other day in the 
House of Representatives, when Mr. Holmes, of 
South Carolina, solemnly moved that the South- 
ern members retire from the Hall. This was all 





the attention paid to the chivalrous gentleman, 
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and Howell Cobb, of Georgia, went on discussing 
technical points of order, just as ifour glorious 
Union was not in danger, ' , 

Mr. Holmes put his hat on, walked solemnly 
out of the House, and——came back again. 

The movements of South Carolina are bitterly 
denounced or ridiculed by the press in other 
Southern States. She will find herself reduced 
to a very awkward position, It is easy to see 
how an oppressive tariff may be resisted by South 
Carolina or any other State. Its operation would 
bear directly upon her citizens; duties would 
have to be collected ia her ports ; she could resist 
their collection. But a law to prohibit slavery in 
California does not take effect in South Carolina. 
It simply keeps slaves from being introduced into 
our territory on the coast of the Pacific. How can 
South Carolina resist such a law, or nullify it? 
She may pass just as many resolutions. and acts 
as she pleases, but how will they help a man to 
hold slaves in California when the law of the 
United States forbids him to do so? 

We observe that a series of resolutions, bear- 
ing the South Carolina stamp, have been intro- 
duced in the Legislature of North Carelina, and 
made the special order for the 13th of next month. 
The Greensborough Patriot and Raleigh Regis- 
ter both denounce this attempt to give counte- 
nance to the nullifying scheme of South Carolina. 
The Register remarks, that John C. Calhoun is 
said to be the concocter of the resolutions. It is 
not improbable that copies of them, or something 
like them, have been kindly furnished to the Le- 
gislatures of the other Southern States. 

EUROPEAN AFFAIRS. 

We announced, in the Era of last week, the ar- 
rival of the steamship Niagara, at her berth in 
Boston, on the 16th inst. An examination of for- 
eign journals received through the Niagara, 
yields the following additional intelligence. 

Irary.—A very successful uprising of the peo- 
ple of Rome has modified the recent retrogres- 
sive and despotic tendencies of Pore Pivs, and re- 
sulted in the proclamation of a new ministry. 
The immediate and exciting cause of this signal 
triumph of Democracy was the arrival of a pow- 
erful military force at Rome, to intimidate the 
people, and carry out the measures of Count Ros- 
st, the arbitrary and obnoxious adviser of the 
Pore. The Count, on his way to the Chamber of 
Deputies, was insulted by the indignant populace. 
Ele met their insults and threats with defiance, 
but in the attempt to pass from his carriage to 
the Chamber, he was fatally stabbed in the throat. 
The popular joy over the downfall of the despot 
was irrepressible, and vented itself in torch-light 
processions and exulting shouts of “ Blessed is 
the hand that stabbed the tyrant.” This tragic 
opening was followed on the morrow by more de- 
cided symptoms of revolt. The people appeared 
in the streets armed, whilst the walls were posted 
with bills containing the demands of the insur- 
gents. These were—1. Adoption of Italian na 
tionality. 2. A constituent assembly, and fede- 
ral compact. 3. Realization of the Chamber of 
Deputies, vote for a war of independence. 4. 
Adoption of Marriani’s programme of the 5th of 
June. 5. Ministers of the people—Marriani, 

Sterbini, Cambello, Saliceti, Eusconi, Lunati, Se- 
reni, Galetti. 

The insurgents aimed at a fearful revolution 
by an appeal to the Chamber of Deputies. But 
as the mob became more dense, and the magnet- 
ism of the multitude bewildered the judgment 
of the leaders, a cry “To the Pope’s Palace” ‘was 
raised, and large masses moved toward the Quiri- 
nal, and the demands of the people were sent to 
[lis Holiness through the Chamber of Deputies. 
In ten minutes he returned the procrastinating 
reply, which besieged rulers so frequently give 
to the urgent and unpleasant appeals of importu- 
nate subjects—“I will take the subject into con- 
sideration.” This of course served merely to in- 
flame a populace, whose patience had long been 
exhausted, and they demanded the appearance of 
the Pore. Pivs granted the request for an inter- 
view, but refused to adopt any measures at the dic- 
tation of the insurgents. The Porr withdrew— 
The Swiss guards fastened the gates of the Pal- 
ace, and made preparation for prolonged resist- 
ance to the assailants. This was the signal for 
an attack—the Quirinal was assaulted, firing 
commenced, and Parma, the Private Secretary of 
the Pope, was killed, whilst the Pore barely made 
his escape to a more secure portion of the Palace. 
A deputation of the insurgents claimed a second 
interview with the Porr, and renewed the demands 
of their constituents. An hour for deliberation 
was required and granted, with the intimation 
that, in the event of his refusal to accede to the 
reasonable wishes of the people, he would be the 
only one of the household that would be suffered 
to survive the sacking of his Palace. Pius imme- 
diately proclaimed a new ministry, and then fled 
to France or Spain. The latest intelligence from 
Rome represents the restoration of tranquillity. 

In Nortuern Iraty, the proposed mediation of 
France and England has not, up to the present 
hour, advanced beyond the most elementary stage. 

3russels is to be the seat of diplomatic confer- 
ence, but the agents of the Paris and London 
Cabinets have not been nominated. Radetzky’s 
death isrumored. More recent accounts say that 
the Pore has not quitted Rome, but loyally ac- 
cepted the new order of things. The Freach 
Government has received the following tele- 
graphic despatch: 
Civira Veccuia, Nov. 23. 

“Rome is tranquil. The uew ministry have 
published their programme, and assumed the di- 
rection of affairs. M. Marriani ee Rome 
this afternoon.” 

Though the programme of the Ministry con- 
gratulates the people on the speedy establishment 
of the liberty, union, and independence of Italy, 
by the present “association of the glory of Rome 
and the venerated name of the Pontiffs,” yet we 
find that, in the Deputies, a proposition had been 
made to assure his Holiness of the fidelity of that 
Chamber; but when put to the vote, it was re- 
jected—a pretty clear proof that the Deputies at 
least are not anxious to fraternize with their 
Sovereign in his present critical position. 

The Alba of Florence, which is an ultra-radi- 
cal paper, says the programme of the new Gov- 
ernment has not satisfied any party. It is too 
liberal for the Reactionaries, and not sufficiently 
so for the Exaltes. 

In Siciry, the settlement of the pending dis- 
pute between the King of Naples and his Sicilian 
subjects is expected to take place immediately. 
One of the results of this arrangement will be the 
surrender of the fortress of Messina, and the 
evacuation of the island by the royal troops. 

Avustria.—In Vienna, the energetic measures 
taken by Prince Windischgratz, to secure tran- 
quillity, will probably prove effective The Em- 
peror of Russia has sent the Prince a letter with 
the order of St. Andrew; arfd to Jellachich an 
equally flattering communication has been made, 
together with the order of St. Wladamir. By such 
cheap honors the services of these tools of tyranny 
are purchased for the loathsome purpose of the sub- 
version of popular liberty. The immense army of 
the Imperialists is about to enter Hungary, and 
the German papers rejoice in the fact that the 
Hungarians will give the invaders a sharp recep- 
tion. The fierce reaction of despotic power has 
doomed the patriots, Dr. Beecher and Dr. Jel- 
linck, to death on the scaffold. 

Prussia appears to be making but slight pro- 
gress in revolutionary affairs. Her Legislature 
have had a second session, but no business was 
done. The contest is still going on between the 
Court and the Chamber, and General Wrangel 
maintains peace by the presence of his troops. 

France presents the anamalous spectacle of a 
Presidential contest between two candidates, of 
four remarkably dissimilar parties ; and what is 
still more singular, the union of the extremes, 
for the sake of victory over the conservative 
wings of both. Thus red republicanism and le- 
gitimacy harmoniously rally under the banner of 
Louis Napoléon, jointly making war upon peace- 
fal aud constructive Democracy, or Socialism, 





and moneyed Feudalism, as represented by Ca- 
vaignac. There isa prospect of the resumption 
of the canvass by Lamartine. It would be diffi- 
cult, at this distance, to speak accurately of the 
result of such a move at this time. It is most 
probable, though, that Cavaignac’s prospects 
would be enhanced, as Lamartine would undoubt- 
edly command a very large proportion of the vote 
of both the red republican and legitimist factions. 
Meanwhile the political game assumes unwonted 
interest, from the rapidly increasing manceuvres 
of the rival candidates and their aids. Louis Na- 
poleon has issued a string of plausible promises, 
in the form of an address to the French people, 
in which he avows his republican sincerity—his 
detestation of Socialism—his adherence to a poli- 
cy of peace with adjoining nations—and his deter- 
mination to do'all in his power, without regard to 
party, for the benefit of the whole people. These 
generalities, together with the prestige of his an- 
cestry, may yet place the imbecile aspirant in the 
Presidential chair. “Ledru Rollin’s censure of the 
Ministry, for despatching troops to Civita Vee- 
chia to protect the Pope, seems to have provoked 
a discussion in the Assembly, that has resulted to 
the advantage of Cavaignac. Besides the admi- 
rable defence of several eloquent friends, Cavaig- 
nac made a very successful speech on his own be- 
half. Upon the arrival of Marshal Soult in Pa- 
ris, he was besieged by the friends of both candi- 
dates, but he has expressed opinions favorable to 
Louis Napoleon. It is generally conceded that 
the Pretender’s address was not written by him- 
self, and as generally supposed to be the work of 
Thiers. At the last despatch from Paris, which 
was on the ist, a rumor was current that Prince 
Windischgratz had been assassinated, but it was 
not credited. The general impression seemed to 
be, that things would settle down, and no riots 
occur, whether Napoleon or Cavaignac is elected- 
* 


————~—._—- 
For the National Era. 


CHANGES. 


BY MISS PHGEBE CAREY. 








Under the evening splendor 
Of spring’s sweet skies, 
Learned I love’s lesson tender— 
From the maiden’s eyes. 


When the stars, like lovers meeting, 
In the blue appeared, 

And my heart, tumultuous beating, 
Hoped and feared. 


Then the passion, long dissembled, 
My lip made known, 

And the hand of the maiden trembled 
In my own— 


Till the tears that gushed unbidden, 
Unrepressed, 
And the crimson blush was hidden 
my breast. 


And there in that vale elysian, 
Through the summer bland, 

We walked in a tranced vision, 
Hand in hand. 


There the evening shadows found us 
Side by side, 

While the glorious roses round us 
Bloomed and died. 


And when the bright sun, waning, 
Dimly burned— 

When the wind with sad complaining, 
In the valley mourned : 


When the bridal roses faded 
In her hair, 

And her brow was sweetly shaded 
With a thought of care: 


Then with heart still fondly thrilling, 
But with calmer bliss, 

From the lip, no more unwilling, 
T claimed the kiss. 


Then our dreams, with love o’erladen, 
Were verified, 

And dearer to me than the maiden 
Grew the bride. 


But when the dead leaves drifted 
In that valley low, 
And down from the cold sky sifted 
The noiseless snow : 
Where the hearts of the faithful moulder, 
With the dead, 
They made her a pillow colder 
‘Fhan the bridal bed! 


And there at the spring’s returning, 
With the summer’s glow, 

When the autumn’s sun is burning, 
In the winter’s snow: 


With the ghosts of the dim past ever 
Gliding round, 
Walk I in that vale as a river 
That makes no sound. 
Reinke 


TABLES AND COMMENTS. 


We copy the following from the New York 
Herald. We have detected some inaccuracies in 
the aggregates, but the tables are sufficiently ac- 
curate for general purposes. 


The Presidential Election—The Result in 1848—The 
Complete Popular and Electoral Votes. 











Tue Poputar Vore. ELEcTORAL. 
oo on ——_— 
States. Taylor. Cass. V.B. Scat. Tay. Cass. 
Arkansas- - 7,588 9,300 _— _-_ — 3 
Alabama - - 30,504 31,287 _ _- — 9 
Connecticut - 30,316 27,047 = 5,005 232 6 — 
Delaware- - 6,492 5,898 80 ee ee 
Florida 4,537 3,238 _ wo 3 — 
Georgia - - 47,527 44,790. — =m (10, i 
Indiana - - 70,159 74,694 8,642 —- — 2 
Illinois - - 48,923 51,976 15,839 - = 9 
Iowa - - - 10,617 12,051 1,126 —- — 4 
Kentucky 66,927 49,743 — — 12 — 
Louisiana - 18,146 15,187 1 —- 6— 
Maine- - - 35,273 40,195 12,157 w’— 9 
Massachusetts 61,300 35,398 38,263 -—- 2 — 
Maryland - 37,702 34,528 125 -—- 8 — 
Mississippi - 25,821 26,550 — i2— 6 
Missouri- - 32,671 40,077 _ —- — 7 
Michigan - 23,940 30687 10399 — — 5 
N. Hampshire 14,781 27,763 7,560 1112 — 6 
New York - 218,551 114,592 120,519 2545 3 — 
New Jersey - 40,015 36,901 a 
N.Carolina - 44,000 35,319 85 —- ili—_— 
Ohio - - - 138 154,775 35354 lll — @ 
Pennsylvania 186,113 172,661 11,200 —- 6 — 
Rhode Island 6779 3,646 730 _ 4.- 
S. Carolina - (Votes by Legislature.) —_ — 9 
Tennessee - 64,145 57,984 _ —- Be-— 
Texas- - - 3,777 8,795 3 79 = 4 
Vermont - - 23,122 10,948. 13,837 -_ 6: ame 
Virginia - - 44725 46, 9 29 — 17 
Wisconsin - 13,096 14,440 = 10,185 _-_ — 4 
Total 1,355,828 1,216,746 291,927 4,033 163 127 
Taylor over Cass, in popular vote - - 139,082 
Taylor over Cass, in electoral vote - . 36 
Taylor less than Cass and Van Buren - - 152,845 
Taylor less than allothers - : - - 156,878 
Polk over Clay, in popular vote, in 1844 - - 38,792 
Polk over Clay, in electoral vote, in 1844 - - 65 
Polk less than Clay and Birney,in 1844 - - 23,471 
Comparative View of the Aggregate Vote. 
1848, 1844, 
Taylor - - - 1,855,828 Clay - : > 1,288,533 
Cass - - 1,216,°46 Polk - - = 1,327,325 
Van Buren - 291,927 Birney- - - 62, 
Gerrit Smith and 
seattering- - 4,033 Total - + 2,678,121 
Total - - 2,868,534 
Increase of vote - 190,413 


In the case of Virginia, in a few counties, only 
the majorities are given. 

If we classify the States and their popular vote into slave- 
holding and free States, considering Delaware among the for- 


mer, the result is as follows—South Carolina not being taken 
into the calculation: 





ied Cass 
Fourteen slaveholding States - 492 408,973 
Fifteen free States - -  - 921,336 807,773 
Total - - - - = 1,855,828 1,216,746 
Taylor's majority inslave States - - - 25,519 
Taylor's majority in free States - * - 113,563 
Total -  - - + © (= t= = 189,082 
Exsctorat Vors. 
lor. Cass. Tay. maj. 
ree States. - - - - “ 72 p25) 
Slave States - - - - 66 55 ll 
Total - 4 ,¢ .* 38 127 36 


Vote or THE NortHWEST TERRITORY. 
The States included in the Ordinance of 1787, or Territory 
Northwest of the Ohio, voted as follows, each giving the elec- 
toral vote to Cass by a plurality only: 


States. Taylor. Cass. Van Buren. 
Ohio - - - + 138800° 154,776. 35,254 
Indiana - - - - 70,150 74694 * 8,642 
IUinois - - - - 48,923 51,976 =15,839 
Michigan - = = 23,940 30,687 — 10,389 
Wisconsin - ,- - 13,09 14,440 10,185 

Total - + + 294469 326,572 80,339 
Cassover Taylor - - - - - - = 82,108 
‘Taylor and Van Buren overCass - - - 48236 


So far the New York Herald. The increase in 
the popular vote in four years has been only 
180,000, falling short at least two hundred thou- 
sand of the increase of the voters. 

In the six New England States, the decrease in 
the Democratic vote, since 1844, is nearly thirty- 
four thousand; in the Whig, over fifteen thou- 
sand. 

In the Southern States, excluding Texas and 
Florida which did not vote in 1844, the increase 
in the popular vote since that time has been only 
twenty-six thousand, while the increase of voters 
must have been not less than eighty thousand. 

The inference is, that neither Cass nor Taylor 
was acceptable to a large number of the voters in 
either of the sections named. 

In New York, Taylor received nearly fourteen 

. thousand votes less than Clay, and Cass, one hun- 
dred and twenty-three thousand votes less than 
Polk. These facts tell their own tale. 

In Pennsylvania, alone, has there been a de- 





cided increase in the vote of the old parties since 








1844 — the Whigs having increased their vote 
nearly twenty-five thousand, and the Democrats, 
theirs, over 5,000. 

Had the Democrats increased their vote in pro- 
portion to the increase of voters, they ought to 
have cast in 1848 more than one million-five hun- 
dred thousand votes; but, as the tables show, they 
numbered only 1,216,746—so that their loss in 
four years, by the aid of the Baltimore Platform 
and dough-face counsellors, may be set down at 
three hundred thousand voters. The Washing- 
ton Union announces its purpose to address them 
from time to time, so as to rally tham again on 
the same kind of platform, and under the same 
leadership ! 

While such was the loss of the Democratic 
Party, the Whig Party, with all the aid it could 
derive from non-committalism andmilitary glory, 
only pick: « up in. four years, of the odds and 
ends of ali parties, some sixty-seven thousand 
votes, when it should have increased from 
1,288,000 to nearly 1,500,000. Credit, then, the 
Philadelphia Convention, and the management of 
demagogues intent chiefly on personal advance- 
ment, with 150,000 voters—lost. 

The Anti-Slavery voters increased, it will be 
observed, from 62,000 to 296,000! 

Now, all that is necessary to give this Party 
the ascendency in 1852 is, that Mr. Calhoun con- 
tinue his operations, that the Democrats listen to 
the voice of the Washington Union, that the 
Whigs still continue to resort to shuffling and 
compromise in relation to the Slavery question, 
and that a candidate be selected by the Free Soil 
men, who, with no past acts to rise up in judg- 
ment against him, shall be able to command the 
votes of all true-hearted friends of Freedom. 


Senses pine 


EL DORADO! 


THE GOLD MINES OF CALIFORNIA, 





“ What is here? 
Gold’—Yellow, glittering, precious Gold? 
Thus much of this, will make black, white; foul, fair; 
Wrong, right; base, noble; old, young; coward, valiant; 
Ha! you gods! why this?—What this, you gods? Why this 
Will lug your priests and servants from your sides: 
This yellow slave 


Will bnit and break religions; bless the accursed ; 
Make the hoar leprosy adored; place thieves, 

And give them title, knee. and approbation; 

And make the wappened widow wed again, 

She, whom ’spital-house and ulcerous sores 

Would cast their gorge at, this embalms and spices 
To the April day again.”’— Timon of Athens. 


After making all due allowance for the exag- 
geration of traders and speculators in California, 
and of their credulous customers, we cannot doubt 
that gold has been found in the valley of the Sac- 
ramento river, and in the spurs of the Sierra 
Nevada; at all events, some thousands of Yan- 
kees, Sandwich Islanders, Mexicans, and Indians, 
are hard at work, in the intervals of fever and 
ague, sifting sand and washing gravel; and if the 
documents in the possession of our Government, 
and the late letters from Colonel Mason and 
“Don Walter Colton” are to be credited, they 
are actually acquiring gold at the rate of from 
$15 to $40 per day for each laborer. As a matter 
of course, there is getting to bea very general 
rush towards the Paradise of Gold. We hear of 
some sixty or seventy vessels advertised in our 
principal ports for California and Chagres. A 
mere boat of only 30 tons, manned by adventur- 
ers, has just sailed from New Bedford (Mass.) for 
San Francisco, to encounter the icebergs of Cape 
Horn, and the dangerous billows of that mighty 
ocean— 

“ Which fluctuates where the storms of El] Dorado sound.” 

Ere this, we doubt not, the dwellersof the great 
valley of the Southwest are moving on their in- 
land route towards the favored region. The fe- 
verish excitement of the gold hunters of the 16th 
century—of the days of Cortez and Pizarro—of 
Raleigh, and Drake, and Queen Elizabeth’s pray- 
ing. pirates, seems about to return. Time has 
measured off another cycle; what was fable and 
apochryphal history yesterday, is the reality of 
to-day. There is, indeed, nothing new under the 
sun, 

El Dorado, the wonderful land of gold, the glit- 
tering image of whic’ cheated the longing eyes 
of the old Spanish adv.nturers, the desire of 
which disturbed the dreams of the Virgin Queen, 
and urged Raliegh from lettered ease and courtly 
splendor to dare the terrors of disease and poison- 
ed arrows in Guiana, and to push his small barks 
up unknown rivers, and along undiscovered 
shores; that for which De Soto, and his chival- 
rous followers, traversed the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi, while Pizarro and Almagro were devas- 
tating that of the Maranon for the same purpose, 
has now, after the lapse of three long centuries, 
it would seem, been discovered at last on the Pa- 
cific slope of the great Snowy Mountains of Cali- 
fornia. There is no mistake about it. So write 
Government functionaries in sober matter-of- 
fact missives; so writes Parson Colton, whose 
brain seems well nigh turned by the Golden Vis- 
ion. To put the matter beyond doubt or cavil, 
some sprinklings of the glittering dust have fallen 
into the laps of the President and his Cabinet, 
and the assayers of our Mints pronounce it true 
metal. Orellana, who first published a detailed 
and minute account of El Dorado, appending 
thereto a complete map of the country, has been 
branded by some ten successive generations as a 
lying old romancer ; but it now turns out that he 
was in the main correct, only mistaking the lati- 
tude and longitude of his Paradise of Mammon, 
and locating it on the Amazon instead of the Sac- 
ramento. 7 


It is well worth while, just now, to recur to the 
statements of the Spanish and English adventur- 
ers touching this remarkable country. Don Lo- 
pez, in his “General History of the Indies,” writ- 
ten in the sixteenth century, says, in describing 
the Court of its Monarch, that “all the vessels 
of his house, table, and kitchen, were of gold and 
silver. He had, besides, great giant statues of 
gold, and figures of all manner of birds, and 
beasts, and fishes, and trees, and herbs, all of 
gold ; also ropes, budgets, chests, and troughs, of 
gold and silver. Besides, the Incas had a pleas- 
ure garden in the island of Puna, where they 
went to recreate themselves, and take the sea air, 
which had all kinds of herbs and flowers of gold 
and silver.” * 

Sir Walter Raleigh, in his.“ History of the 
Discovery of Guiana,” informs his readers that, 
notwithstanding the repeated and persevering ef- 
forts of many daring adventurers, only one per- 
son had ever reached the Golden City. One 
John Martinez, being, for some misdemeanor: in 
the army of the Spaniards, condemned to be'exe- 
cuted, begged to be allowed the chance for life af- 
forded by being put into a canoe in the Great 
River, without sail or oar, and left to drift at the 
mercy of the current. This was granted him, 
and after floating a long way down the stream he 
was drawn ashore by the natives, who took him 
to be a visiter from another world. Theyled him 
to Manoa, the great city of their Inca, where he 
was kindly treated. Atter a stay of seven months, 
the Inca dismissed him with as much gold asa 
great troop of his soldi:rs could carry. But it so 
fell out, that, just.on the borders of the Inca’s 
kingdom, he wasattacked by robbers, who took all 
his gold from him, except two gourds fall of beads 
curiously wrought. After this untoward adven- 
ture, he wandered down the river until he came to 
a Spanish town called Juan de Puerto Rico, 
where he died. To the Priest who administered 
the Sacrament to him he told his wonderful his- 
tory, and gave his beads for the use of the Church. 
The pious father, forthwith, published the tidings 
of the great discovery, with such additions and 
embellishments as the credulity of the marvel-lov- 
ing and gold-seeking adventurers about him war- 
ranted. That some of the worthy Padre’s suc- 
cessors in the priestly office, at the present day, 
in that region, retain something of his story-tel- 
ling gifts, cannot be doubted by any one who has 
read, in the work of our countryman, Stephens, 
the marvellous account of a great native city, 
the living representative of the architectural won- 
ders of Uxmal and Chi-Chen, where the race who 
piled up the massy pyramid of Cholula, and 
worshipped at Palenque, still inhabit the pal- 
aces, and offer sacrifices in their temples—a piece 
of information which our traveller gathered from 


the lips of a modern father of the Catholic Church 
in Mexico. 

Martinez told his confessor, among other 
equally probable matters, that the inhabitants of 
Manoa, at their solemn feasts—emperor, chiefs, 
and captains, included—used to strip themselves 
stark naked, and anoint themselves with a sort of 
balsam, after which they were sprinkled over 
with fine gold dust, until they shone like so 
many golden images from head to foot. After 
this preparation, they would sit dawn by twenties 
and hundreds, and continue in drunkenness for 
seven days together.” 

From the abundance of gold inthis city, in the 
temples, palaces, and armories of the people, 
Martinez gave the city the name by which it was 
ever afterwards known by the Spaniards—Er. Do- 
RADO, 

{t was in pursuit of this imaginary city—the 
locality of which was unhappily left in as much 
doubt as that of Cockagne, or the German Schla- 
raffenland, or the domains of Prester John—that 
Raleigh made his discovery and partial conquest 
of Guiana, in 1595. The brave knight’s account 
of his adventures bears alike the stamp of his ac- 
tive imagination and of genius, and, like all the 
narratives of the time, is not defidient in the mar- 
vellous. He tells of “a great mountain of clear 
crystal, glittering in the sun likea marble church- 
tower. There falleth over i} a great river, 
which toucheth no part of the mountain’s side, 
but rusheth over the top, and descendeth to the 
ground with a noise like a thousand great bells.” 
He made a valuable and important discovery, 
but the Golden Vision eluded his eager pursuit, 
flitting before him like the feet of the Rainbow, 
or the fabled island of St. Brandon, and he was 
compelled to return and apologize vainly to his 
offended and exacting mistress, fer the failure of 
his enterprise. 

And now, after the lapse of centuries, we are 
told that the Country of Gold is found—the prize 
for which the enterprise and cupidity of all Eu- 
rope so long struggled is gained at last. Some 
wandering stragglers from the Mormon camp, it 
seems, a few months ago discovered the shining 
metal on the banks of the American Fork of the 
Sacramento; and now it appears to be satisfacto- 
rily ascertained that the great chain of the 
Sierra Nevada, including its eastern and western 
slopes, from the Great Salt Lake to the Pacific, 
is thickly sown with the precious ore. Admit- 
ting this to be true, we see no reason why the 
fabulous city of Monoa may not find a rival in 
the future glories of San Francisco. 

In the headlong rush towards this new fountain 
of wealth, words of warning will be little heeded- 
Reason and argument are wasted on the victims 
of the mighty Temptation. What noble resolves, 
what holy aspirations, what rational plans of 
home joy and domestic happiness, will yield to its 
baleful enticement? How many calm fire-sides 
of contented and honest industry will it disturb 
and darken? How will it unsettle the sober 
habitude of thrift, and embitter with envy and 
regret the quiet enjoyment of the fruits of daily 
labor in the field and workshop! What a fever 
will it waken in the already too rapid pulses of 
society! What madness will it infuse into the 
already excited and over-tasked brain of the new 
generation! The light which history sheds upon 
the consequences of similar acquisitions, on the 
part of Spain and Portugal, is by no means cal- 
culated to lessen the fears with which every 
thoughtful friend of his country, and of the 
moral progress of his race, must regard this re- 
markable discovery. 

At the date of the last accounts from Califor- 
nia, the harvests were left to rot in the fields, 
their owners having all gone to the mines, and 
provisions of all kinds were scarce, and com- 
manding the most exorbitant prices. Already 
there was actuel suffering for food in the midst 
of gold; and probably long ere this more than 
one unfortunate adventurer has looked with more 
satisfaction upon an edible root or fruit than upon 
his hoards of yellow dust, exclaiming, like Timon, 
when faint and hungry, after the discovery of his 
golden treasures, 


“Common mother, 
Yield from thy plenteons bosom one poor root,”” 


Bunyan, in his description of the infernal re- 
gions, describes a covetous woman who had spent 
her life in hoarding riches, condemned to the 
task of swallowing liquid gold, with which the 
mocking demons were always ready to supply 
her. We can imagine a counterpart to Bunyan’s 
picture in some luckless digger of the California 
mines, starving in the midst of his abundance, 
and vainly seeking to barter all his worthless 
gains for an ear of corn or a handful of ground- 
nuts. 

We are reminded in this connection of the 
touching and pathetic lines of the lamented Dr. 
Leyden, the bosom friend of Sir Walter Scott, 
and himself a writer of no ordinary power. He 
visited India with a prospect of pecuniary advan- 
tage, and died just as that prospeot was about to 
be realized. The gold which he sought for at the 
expense of home and health only mocked the eyes 
which were dim with the shadow of death. The 
intense anguish of soul, under such circumstances, 
is powerfully expressed in the following lines, the 
sentiment of which, we cannot doubt, will find a 
place in the heart of many a sick and dying hun- 
ter in the mines of California. J.G. W. 





ODE TO AN INDIAN GOLD COIN. 
Written in Cherical, Malabar. 


Slave of the dark and dirty mine! 
What vanity has brought thee here? 
How can I love to see thee shine 
So bright, whom I have bought so dear! 
The tent-ropes flapping lone I hear 
For twilight converse, arm inarm ; 
The jackal’s shriek bursts on mine ear, 
When mirth and muaic wont to charm. 


By Cherical’s dark wandering streams, 
. Where cane-tufts shadow all the wild, 
Sweet visions haunt my waking dreams 
Of Teviot loved while still a child, 
Of castled rocks stupendous pil’d 
By Esk or Eden’s classic wave, 
Where loves of youth and friendship smil’d, 
Uncurs’d by thee, vile yellow slave! 


Fade, day-dreams sweet, from memory fade! 
The perish’d bliss of youth’s first prime, 
That once so bright on fancy play’d, 
Revives no more in after-time; 
Far from my sacred natal clime, 
I haste to an untimely grave ; 
The daring thoughts that soar’d sublime 
Are sunk in ocean’s southern wave. 


Slave of the mine! thy yellow light 
Gleams baleful as the tomb-fire drear. 
A gentle vision comes by night, 
My lonely, widow’d heart to cheer; 
Her eyes are dim with many a tear, 
That once were guiding stars to mine : 
Her fond heart throbs with many a fear— 
I cannot bear to see thee shine. 


For thee, for thee, vile yellow slay 
T left a heart that lov’d me Gus!” 
I cross’d the tedious ocean wate, 

To roam in elimes unknown and new. 
The cold wind of the stranger blew 
Chill on my withered heart—the grave, 
Dark and untimely, met my view— 

And all for thee, vile yellow slave! 


Ha! com’st thon now so late to mock 
A wanderer’s banish’d heart forlorn, 
Now that his frame the li¢htning shock 
Of sun-rays tipt with death has borne? 
From love, from eter j~ oO country torn, 
To memory’s ond regrets the prey, 
Vile slave, thy yellow dross [ scorn! 
Go mix thee with thy kindred clay! 


VOTE FOR INDIANA SENATOR. 


The Indiana State Sentinel states that Mr. Whit- 
comb was elected on the fourth ballot, as follows: 





For James Whitcomb - - - 75 
For Caleb B. Smith - - - - 53 
For Edward A. Hannegan - - 15 
ForJohnLaw- -.»- - - 2 
For Joseph G. Marshall - -— - 1 
Blank - - + - - = 3 
Whole number of votes - - - 149 


Necessary toa choice - ~- 75 

James Whitcomb, having received a majority of 
all the votes, was declared elected. 

This result is easily explained. Before the 
election, a correspondence took place between 
members of the Legislature and the candidates 
for the United States Senate, in which the fol- 
lowing questions were propounded : 

“1. Has Congress the constitutional power to 
exclude Slav from the Territories of the 
United States, while they remain Territories ? 

“2. If such power does exist, are you in favor 
of its being now exercised by Congress to exclude 
Slavery from them ?” 

Mr. Hannegan answered affirmatively to the 
first question, but he stumbled at the second. 





“In all questions of this character, I have ever 


held my final acticn open and liable to the control 
of circumstances. 

“In making the pledge you require, I should 
be completely hampered, and in such a way as 
might leave me the subject of an awkward dilem- 
ma. It might bring me directly into conflict with 
the duty of the representative—to obey the in- 
structions of his constituency—a duty which I 
have ever held as a cardinal point of political 
faith. These instructions, to be binding, must be 
given by a majority. Upon the subject involved, 
in all its bearings, should I be elected Senator for 
the ensuing term, I shall be governed by the in- 
structions of the Legislature of Indiana, whose 
will it will be my highest pleasure to carry out 
in earnestness and good faith.” 

This would not do. Governor Whitcomb was 
explicit. We put his words on record, as they 
may be useful hereafter : 


“It is incontrovertible, that Slavery, there or 
elsewhere, cannot exist without the sanction of 
positive law. I further believe that Congress can 
constitutionally pass such organic lawa as will, in 
their operation, prevent the passage of any such 
law by the Government of the Territory. It fol- 
lows, then, that Congress can, in my judgment, 
constitutionally prevent the introduction of Sla- 
very into these Territories. 

“In relation to your second question, I will add, 
that, still viewing Slavery as I did nearly twenty 
years ago, in a report made in the Legislature of 
our State, as a drawback upon the prosperity of 
any country, I would, if a member, use my influ- 
ence and vote for the passage of a law of the kind 
referred to—that is to say, a law which will ope- 
rate to eventually prevent the introduction of Sla- 
very into these Territories.” 


> 


THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
PREPAYMENT ON NEWSPAPERS—STANDARD 
OF RATES—SEPARATION FROM POLITICS, 

The following petition, prepared by the New 
York Cheap Postage Association, is now in circu- 
lation in that city : 


PETITION FOR CHEAP POSTAGE. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States, in Congress assembled : 

The undersigned, citizens of , respect- 
fully petition Congress to pass a law establish- 
ing— 

1. A uniform rate of tmo cents on letters weigh- 
ing half an ounce, and two cents for every addi- 
ditional half ounce, prepaid, and double that rate 
if not prepaid. 

2. Newpapers, periodicals, and all printed mat- 
ter, one cent per sheet, prepaid; but newspapers 
of the smaller size half a cent. 

3. To reduce the postage on letters and news- 
papers, by mail packets and steamers, to a rate 
which will bring it within the means of every 
class of citizens to maintain frequent intercourse 
with their friends in other countries, without 
feeling the postage to be a burdensome tax. 

4. To adopt measures that in all large towns 
and cities there shall be a free delivery of letters 
and newspapers, and also for the reception and 
conveyance of letters to the post office for the 
mails free of any expense. 

5. To abolish the franking privilege entirely, 
that postage may be paid on everything sent by 
the mails. Postage of members of Congress to be 
paid as their other expenses, and postmasters to be 
remunerated for the loss of the franking privilege 
and the temporary diminution of their income, by 
an increase of their commissions. 





We like this petition, with the exception of the 
pre-payment clause on newspapers. What rea- 
son could be assigned in support of such an ab- 
surdity, we have yet tosee. Letters ought to be 
prepaid, because the tax on each individual let- 
ter writer is very light, and because so much 
is lost to the Department~by dead letters. Pam- 
phlets should be prepaid, for the same reason, 
and because those sending them are often much 
more interested in having them read, than those 
to whom they are sent, are in readingthem. And, 
for all these reasons, newspapers, not sent to reg- 
ular subscribers, shouldbe prepaid. But, not one 
of these reasons applies to the case of newspa- 
pers sent to regular subscribers from the offices 
of publication. The subscribers are, to say the 
least, as deeply interested in receiving as the 
publisher is in sending them; they are many, 
so that the postage tax, divided among them, is 
too light to be felt, while he, being one, if pre- 
payment be required, the aggregate pos 
is a crushing burden to him. ‘ 

There is not the slightest necessity for such an 
arrangement. No tax is paid so cheerfully as 
cheap postage by subscribers to newspapers. They 
subscribe, knowing that this charge must be met ; 
and, if they refuse to pay it, the remedy is as com- 
plete as it is easy and immediate. Let the pub- 
lisher be notified of the fact, and the paper stops: 

To demand prepayment is simply to transfer 
a burden now borne by the millions to the shoul- 
ders of two or three thousand publishers. But, 
it is said, let them charge it to their subscribers. 
They might take it out in charging. The price 
of weekly papers is generally $2 a year. They 
would have to raise their terms to $2.50—a par- 
ticular sum of money inconvenient for raising or 
transmitting. And would subscribers prefer 
sending fifty cents, odd change, through the 
mails, in one lump, from ten to ten hundred miles) 
to paying a cent a week, or 121¢ cents a quarter? 
to the post office at their door ? 

What a sensible arrangement! A few pub- 
lishers, at great trouble, collecting a yearly post- 
age tax in advance, from subscribers hundreds of 
miles distant; who now pay it as it falls due, to 
United States collectors in their own neighbor- 
hoods, who are compensated for doing just such 
work. We go for a simple policy, in these post- 
age matters, but not a senseless one. 

The Postmaster General recommends that a 
uniform rate of one cent be imposed on newspa- 
pers, weighing one ounce, or a fraction under it, 
adding that there is no more reason why they 
should not be charged according to weight, than 
letters. The cases are notalike. It is impossible to 
adopt any other just standard for letter postage, 
than the weight of the material. Itis simple, cer- 
tain, and equal. But, in the case of newspapers, 
size would seem to be the properstandard. Leta 
certain number of square inches be fixed upon as 
coming within the one cent rate. If you make 
weight the standard, say one ounce, publishers 
will try to keep up the size of their sheets, while 
they diminish their weight, and theresult will be 
unfavorable to the convenience and interests of 
subscribers, who will find it an unpleasant opera- 
tion to read their thin papers, and almost impossi- 
ble to file them. 

The report of the Postmaster General closes 
with a very significant suggestion, one worthy of 
all attention. He says: 

“It may not be inappropriate to remark, that 
those connected with administrative duties of this 
Department could not but have observed that 
there has been, for some years past, a strong feel- 
ing pervading the country, that the system had 
been conducted by an organized corps, extending 
throughout the Union, into every neighborhood, 
under the control of politicians at the seat of 
Government, wielded with the view of promoting 
party purposes and party organization, rather 
than the business 4nd social interests it was cre- 
ated to advance; that the offices were bestowed 
as the reward of partisan services, rather than 
from the merit and qualification of those selected ; 
and that each Presidential contest is to produce a 
new distribution of the offices, and hence embit- 
tered political contests are excited in almost every 
neighborhood, demoralizing in their tendencies, 
and injuriously affecting the purity of elections. 

“While such apprehensions are entertained by 
a respectable portion of the community, a want of 
confidence in the honesty and correctness of the 
officers, however pure and upright in their con- 
duct, soon shows itself, seriously injuring the 
business of the offices, and bringing di it on 
the system itself. The post office system was de- 
signed for business purposes, for the cultivation 
of the social and friendly feelings among the citi- 
zens of the different sections of the Union, and 
should bein no wise connected with the party 
politics of the day. This will give that degree of 
confidence in its agents necessary to render it the 
most useful to the people 

“There does not seem any reason why this 
business and social agent of the people should be 
more connected with them, than the officers of 
the courts of justice, or the accounting officers 
of the Government—if it were believed that the 
latter officers performed their duties assigned them 
with a view to the advancement of party pur- 
poses, public opinion would soon correct the evil— 
if the post office were alike exempt from political 
influence and party contests, public confidence 
would be maintained, and the best interests of the 

stem promoted. 

“Tt may be well 
these objects would 


worthy of consideration, if 
now be advanced, should the 
Postmaster General be nominated by the Presi- 





dent to the Senate for a specified term of years, 
be separated from the Cabinet, and only remova- 


\ 
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ble by impeachment ; and the appointment of the 
principal subordinate officers ge like term of 
years be given to him, and to providé that no re- 
moval should be made, except for good and suffi- 


cient cause, to be reported to each session of the 
Senate.” . 


The obvious inference is, that, in the judgment 
of the head of the Post Office Department, the 
suspicions of the people are well founded. He 
would seem to admit that the Department has 
been used asa vast political machinery, and to be 
sincerely anxious to have it redeemed from such 
prostitution, by separating it from the influence 
of the Chief Executive. - 

Why, then, should not the Postmaster Gen- 
eral be elected by the people? It is suggested 
that he might be appointed by the President for 
& fixed term of years, and made removable only 
by impeachment. This would not, after all, be 
an effectual remedy against Executive influence, 
It is reasonable to suppose that the President, if 
desirous of using the Post Office Department for 
political purposes, would select for its head a man 
of easy principles and compliant disposition. Be- 
sides, the patronage of the Executive, all admit, 
ought to be reduced; why not then lop off at one 
blow the immense patronage of the Post Office, 
especially asthe Postmaster General himself rec- 
ognises the sound policy of separating the De- 
partment entirely from Executive influence? The 
precise remedy, then, for the evil pointed out, is, 
the election of Postmaster General by the people. 
Surely, if they can be trusted with the choice of a 
President, it is not confiding too much in their in- 
telligence to allow them the selection of a subordi- 
nate officer, to administer a great public conve- 
nience. The mail system is for their benefit, and 
for that of the President, as one of them. Why 
should they not, therefore, be entitléd to choose 
the officer to regulate its details? A remedy for 
misconduct could be found in impeachment. 
But, not at this point would we stop. Why should 
not the local postmasters be elected by the people, 
and bonds be required of them for the honest dis- 
charge of their duties? The law might provide 
for their removal by the Postmaster General for 
good and sufficient cause, to be reported at each 
session to the Senate. 





HON. C. J. INGERSOLI—A CURIOUS LETTER. 


No man from the free States in Congress has 
shown so profound and uniform devotion to Sla- 
very, as Cuartes J. Incersott. We do not 
suppose that General McDuffie himself is more 
deeply impressed with the “ Divine right” of the 
peculiar institution than this Philadelphia Dem- 
ocrat. Some time during the last Presidential 
canvass, we noticed a curious epistle, bearing his 
sign manual, in the Wetumpka (Ala.) State Guard, 
in reply to an invitation to attend a Democratic 
M.ss Meeting in Wetumpka, on the 28th of Oc- 
tober. Thinking it too good to be lost, we cut it 
out and placed it on file; but, as it is usual 
about Christmas for friends to make each other 
presents, we have concluded to present our friends 
with a verbatim et literatim transcript of this pre- 
cious piece of writing, wherein are revealed the 
two great “cardinal principles of the American 
Republican Union and Sempiternal Democratic 
Party.” The Genius of Slavery must drop a tear 
over the fate of her enthusiastic devotee, who has 
fallen a victim to that “ English Folly” which he 
attempted to put in quarantine at the Delaware 
river. 

LETTER FROM THE HON. C. J. INGERSOLL. 

Forest Hitz, Paiwapenrnia, 1848. 

Gentiemen: I acknowledge thankfully your 
kind invitation to the mass meeting and barbecue 
to be held the 26th of this month, by the Demo- 
cratic Association of Autauga and Coosa counties, 
Alabama, where it would gratify me to be, if the 
distance and engagements here did not put it out 
of my power. 

Alabama and Pennsylvania will no doubt vote 
alike at the approaching election, to which a dan- 
gerous movement north of this imparts more than 
the usual importance that attaches to the choice of 
hief Executive Magistrates of this great 
coumtry. And J think you may rely in the South 
on a sufficient majority in this central State, al- 
“ways ready and resolved to keep off from you, and 
prevent any extension beyond the Delaware river, 
of that English folly, which is well treated in the 
enclosed extracts I send you, (in the original as 
sent to me from a strong-minded friend in Eng- 
land,) that has long misled the sagacious people 
(at any rate, many of them) of New England. 
Most of the principles of the Democratic party 
have been conceded by the Whig party. Democ- 
racy means a principle—Whig does not, but is 
the mere denomination of a party, of which I mean 
to say nothing offensive, when stating that ad- 
vancing latterly, many of them, to the progressive 
principles of the Democratic platform, the Whigs, 
in large numbers, claim to stand there, with the 
Democrats. In this way, the two great, if not 
only matters left in dispute, are the fundamental 
doctrines of slavery and currency, on both of 
which, as cardinal principles of American poli- 
tics, the Democrats North and South have been 
nearly always united—are now, and will be for- 
ever. Rotten expoliations from our principles 
never cease, however, to try new party contri- 
vances to get into place, generally with some, fre- 
quently with great, appearances of sincerity and 
rectitude. Mr. Van Buren, once not the mere 
advocate, but champion of those two cardinal 
principles of the American Republican Union and 
Sempiternal Democratic party, with more honors, 
dignity, and historical characters, to live and die 
upon, than ten thousand mere office-distributing 
Presidencies could give, has renounced the Amer- 
ican for the English doctrine of slavery, and, 
should any success attend his backsliding, must, 
by force of circumstances, abandon the Democrat- 
ic for the Whig doctrine of currency—thus leav- 
ing the future to say nothing of his Presidency 
but that it was a despicable Albany regency for 
the distribution of the paltry spoils of office, with 
a rapidity of rotation among the wretched mendi- 
cants equally ruinous to them and their country. 

I wish I could assure you, gentlemen, that 
Pennsylvania is entirély uncontaminated by the 
grovelling avarice which such partisans substitute 
for ambition. But I believe I may confidently as- 
sert that at any rate, on the great American prin- 
ciples of slavery and currency, a large majority 
of this State remain steadfast to the platform laid 
down in Baltimore and the Constitution of these 
United States. And the political union is in no 
danger of the rupture which the Buffalo agitators 
would prefer to their party defeat. That the na- 
tional or individual disunion may soon take place, 
which the English journals I send you extracts 
from foretell, is, I think, to be the certain result: 
and just retribution of the Northeastern lust of 
office, not power. I wish the South success in the 
reaction of that emancipation, that they may hold 
their property, cultivate and fabricate their own 
staples, and so furnish the knaves, misleading 
fools to reduce your noble Alabama to the misera- 
ble degradation bronght by England on Jamaica. 

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant, 

C. J. Incersout. 
Messrs. Benjamin Fitzpatrick, Alvin A. Mc- 
Whorter, Seth P. Storrs, Reuben Hill, and 
N. 8. Graham, Committee of Invitation, 


Mr. Ingersoll was not re-nominated for Con- 
gress-at the last October election in Pennsylva- 
nia—he had leave to retire to private life—from 
which it appgars that he is not quite so long-lived 
as his “Sempiternal party,” notwithstanding his 
two “cardinal principles.” 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS. 


SECOND SESSION. 















Sarurpay, DecemBer 23, 1848. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the private calendar, and proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of John F. 
Skinner, and the legal representatives of Isaac 
Green, which, after consideration, was laid aside 
to be reported to the House. 

The Committee next proceeded to the conside- 
eration of the bill for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Antonio Pacheco, which provides 
for the payment of the sum of $1,000 to the indi- 
viduals named, the value of a slave transported 
with the Seminole Indians to the West, by order 
of General Jesup. 

The Committee on Military Affairs, who re- 
ported the bill, accompanied it with two reports— 
one a majority report, by Mr. Burt, and the other 
& minority report, by Messrs. Dickey, Wilson, 
Fisher, and Marvin—both of which reports agree 
in the following statement of the facts— 

“It is thus proved that Pacheco was the owner 
of a negro slave named Lewis, who was hired by 
an officer of the army, duly authorized from his 
owner, a8 an interpreter and guidé'to the ill-fated 
command of Major Dade ; that he was one of the 
few survivors of the disastrous defeat of that com- 
mand, and remained, either voluntarily or 25 & 





captive, among the hostile TIudians, until the 
spring of 1837, when he accompanied Jumper, a 


Ne i. 
a 











Seninole ry es one of the militar sts in 
Florida ; that he was then claimed by Bidoriee : 
and the military commander in whose control he 
was refused to deliver him to his owner, and or- 
dered that he be sent with the Indians to the 
West, because he deemed his transportation prop- 
er, inasmuch as he was considered capable of ex- 
ercising an injurious influence over the Indians - 
and that, in pursuance of this order, he was 
transported to the West, and his owner thereby 
deprived of his value” 

The majority report presents an elaborate ar- 
gument in favor of the claim ; and the minority 
report, besides arguing the constitutional objec- 
tion to the purpose of the bill, contended that 
Congress never had recognised property in man, 
except in one instance, and in that the bill was 
allowed to pass by an oversight. 

The bill being under consideration, Mr. Dickey 
addressed the Committee in opposition. 
rhe ee conversation upon a point of order, 

, ittee rose. withou i sti 
the bill, and ; Without taking action upon 


The House adjourned to Wednesday next. 





Tuespay, Decemarr 26, 1848. 
SENATE. 
No business of general public inte 
rest 
transacted to-day. te 


x The House of Representatives did not sit to- 
ay. 





SUPREME COURT. 


Monpay, Decemuer 11, 1848—No. 17. B. 
McLaughlin appellant, vs. the Bank of Potomac. 
Argament continued by Messrs. Davis and Brad- 
the the appellee, and by Mr. Brent for the ap- 


Adjourned. 


December 19.—William P. Lynde, Esq., of 
Wisconsin, admitted an attorney and counsellor 
of this Court. 
No. 19. T..L. Mace vs J. Wells. 
the Supreme Court of Vermont. 
Mr. Justice McLean delivered the opinion of 
this Caurt, reversing the judgment of the said 
tare — and remanding this cause for fur- 
roceedings in conformit ini 
ais Coun gs y to the opinion of 
No. 17. B. McLaughlin, appellant, vs. Bank of 
Potomac. Argument concluded by Mr. Brent for 
the appellant. 
No. 2. James Norris, plaintiff in error, vs. the 
City of Boston. Argument commenced by Mr. 
Prescott Hall for the plaintiff in error. 
Adjourned. 


_ DecemBer 20.—No. 2. James Norris, plaintiff 
in error, vs. the City of Boston. Argument con- 
tinued by Mr. Ashmun for the defendant in er- 
ror. Adjourned. 
New mre 21.— Ambrose L. Jordan, Esq., of 
ork, admitted t 
of this Cour. an attorney and counsellor 
No. 2. James Norris. intiff i 
- I plaintiff in error, vs. the 
City of Boston. Argument continued by Messrs. 


Ashmun and Davis for th i 
Miaunet e defendants in error. 





In error to 














GRAHAM'S MAGAZINE—1849, 

G. R. GRAHAM, J. B. CHANDLER, AND J. B. TAYLOR, 

TT! len EDITORS, 
anuary number of Graham’s Magazine—the first 

A — of the New Volume—is now ready for the mails 
whil pments to agents. The Publishers and Editors, 

ale expressing satisfaction in the extraor linary success 
= — their efforts to elevate the character of the peri- 
a literature of the country have been crowned, respect- 
ully offer a statement of their preparations fur the New Vol- 
ume. It is we Il known that no other Magazine ever publish- 
ed in the English og has presented such an array of 
illustrious contributors. Bryant, Cooper, Paniding, Herbert 
Longfellow, Hoffman, Willis, Fay, Simms, constitute alone 2 
corps greater than any ever before engaged for a single work 
An examination of our last volumes will show that these dis- 
tinguished writers have all furnished for this miscellany ar- 
ticles equal to the best they have given to the world. They, 
with our other old contributors, will continue to enrich our 
pages with their productions ; and several eminent authors 
who have not hitherto appeared in our pages will hereafter 
be added to the list. Of course, therefore, all attempts to 
compete with Graham’s Magazine, in its literary character 
will be unsuccessful. In every department, the highest tal- 
ent in the country will be enlisted, and no effurt spared to 
maintain its. present reputation as the leading literary peri- 
odical of America. 


TERMS, 
Great inducements to Postmasters and Clubs, unequal- 
led by those of any other Establishment. 
For three dollars, in advance, (par money in the States 


and mezzotint portraits, on proof sheets, of Gen. Taylor. Gen. 
Butler, Gen. Scott, Gen. Worth, and Capt. Walker. These 
pictures, properly framed, will make a valuable set of parlor 
or library pictures. They are engraved from undoubted ori- 
ginals, by the best artists, and are of themselves worthy the 
price of a year's subscription to Graham’s Magazine. Or, at 
the option of the subscriber remitting three dollars, we will 
send any three of Miss Pickering’s or Mrs. Grey’s popular 
works, or a magnificent print, from the burin of a celebrated 
English artist. 

For five dollars, two copies yearly, and a set of the portraits 
above named, to each subscriber. 

For ten dollars, five copies yearly, and a copy of the Maga- 
zine to the postmaster or other person forming the club. 

For twenty dollars, eleven copies, and a set of the portraits 
to each subscriber, and a copy of the Magazine to the person 
forming the club. Dec. 28. 





DEBATES EN CONGRESS ON THE SUBJECT OF 
SLAVERY, 
CONT sINing the entire debate in the Senate on Mr. 
_Hale’s bill for the Protection of Property in the District 
of Columbia, (growing out of the attack of the mob on the 
office of the National Era, in April Jast;) the speeches of 
Messrs. ‘Tuck and Giddings, in the House of Representatives, 
on the bill providing for payment for a slave who escaped 
from his master during the last war with Great Britain, and 
is supposed to have taken refnge on board a British vessel of 
poy it speeches of Messrs. Hale, Niles, and Dix, in the Senate, 
on the bill to establish a Territorial Government in Oregon; 
and Mr. Corwin’s great speech on the Compromise Bill. 
The above make a pamphlet of 64 pages, large octavo, in 
small type. Price—$4 per hundred; single copies, 6 cents. 
For sale by BUELL & BLANCHARD, 
Ang. 17. Office of the National Era, Washington. 
" D*.GUERREOTYPES, 
UMBE NATIONAL DAGUERREAN GALLERY 
P AND PHOTOGRAPHERS’ FURN (SHING DEPOTS; 
awarded the gold and silver medals, four first premiums, and 
two highest honors, at the National, the Massachusetts, the 
New York, and Pennsylvania Exhibitions, respectively, for 


the most splendid colored D: 
primar aguerreotypes and best apparatus 


Portraits taken in exquisite styl. 
Insteuctions given inthe sete) ee eeee to weather. 


assortment of a) 
ot the lovee gash p apparatus and stock always on hand, 

ew York, 251 Broadwa Philadelphia, 136 Chesnut st: ; 
Boston, 75 Court and 58 Hanover streets; Baltimore, 20 Bak 
timore street; Washington, Pennsylvania avenue; Petera- 
burg, Virginia, Mechanics’ Hall; Cincinnati, Fourth and 
Walnut, and 176 Main street; ‘ Springs, Broadway ; 


Paris, 127 Vieille Rue du Temple; Liverpool, 32 Chureh 
street. : Jan.7 


LAW OFFICE, SYRACUSE, N.Y. 
PENCER & NORTH, Attorneys and Counsellors at 


Luw, Syracuse, New York. 
Office, Standard Buildings. ISRAEL S. SPENCER 
JOHN W. NORTH 


Jan. 3.—tf 

















JUST PUBLISHED, 
OSITION and Duties of the North with regard to Sla- 
very, by Andrew P. Peabody. Reprinted from the Chris- 
tian Examiner of July, 1843. An interesting and neat cover- 
ed pamphlet of 22 8. Price, 10 cents single, $1 per doz- 
en. For sale at the Depository, 61 John street, b 
Feb, 3. WILLIAM HARNED. 





LIBERTY ALMANAC FOR 1s49, 


UST published by the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, and for sale at their Depository at the following 
rates : 


Fer one thousand copies = - » tue - ~ $25.00 
For one hundred copies = - . - 38.00 
For one dozen copies - - - . . . 50 
For a single copy - - - - - 6 


Tt is earnestly hoped that the friends of Liberty through- 
out the country will do all that they can to give this valuable 
work an extensive circulation. ‘It has been carefully prepar- 
ed, with special reference to the present highly important 
positian of public affairs, and is eminently calculated for the 
diffusion of valuable information on the great question of 
ee which now engages the attention of our entire na- 
tion. 

Orders, enclosing the cash, will be promptly executed, and 
should be addressed to the Fublighing Agent. 

WILLIAM HARNED, 

No. 61 John street, New York. 

O¢F~ Please be particular to designate the mode of convey- 
ance by which the Almanacs are to be sent. Aug. 24.—tf 


JUDGE JAY’S LETTER TO BISHOP 1VES. 


A LETTER to the Right Kev. L. Silliman Ives, Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of North 





Carolina: occasioned by his late Address to the Convention 
of his Diocese. By Wittiam Jay. Third edition. 

numerous readers of this most excellent and interest- 
ing letter, published in the National Era in 1847, will be 
pleased to kuow that it has been handsomely stereotyped, 
under the direction of the Executive Committee of the Amer- 
jean and Foreign Anti-Slavery Suciety, and is now for sale 
at $2.40 per hundred, or three cents single. 

rs, accompanied by the cash, and directing by what 
conveyance they may be forwarded, will be promptly execut- 
ed by WILLIAM HARNED, 
April 13. 61 John Street, New York. 


GLENHAVEN WATER CURE. 

HIS new and commodious establishment for the treat- 
ment, by Water, of Disease, is open to receive Patients. 
It is situated at the head of Skaneateles Lake, ten miles 
north of Homer, and two and a half miles from the vil age of 
Scott, in the State of New York The house is large, com- 
modious, and newly built. The springs are four in number, 
three of which rise on the mountain, on the west side of the 
Lake, six hundred feet above its level. They are pure, soft, 
very cold, and abundant. The scenery is very romantic, and 
the situation, for the invalid, delightfully inviting. Dr. S. 
O. Gleason and lady have charge of the medical department, 
and will give their attention Se asked to those seeking 
health at the “Cure.” James C. Jackson and wife take 
charge of the business and home department; an ail letters 
having reference to busi , or to admi » Should be ad- 
dressed to Mr. Jackson, and the postage paid, when they will 
receive due attention. A general supervision of the means 
of comfort and the welfare of the patients is in the hands of 
a young lady who has been greatly bevefited under the hy- 
dropathic treatment. We can accommodate nicely, for the 
winter, some fifteen or twenty patients. Our sitting room 
and dining ball are spacious, and front the Lake. Those 
wishing to try the Water treatment had better apply with- 
out delay, as in most cases winter treatment is equally suc- 
cessful with summer treatment, and in many cases greatly 
superior asa means of care; and an early aj plication will 

secure the best opportunities for location a8 quate Tr 
Tupms.—Five dollars per week, payable way. atients 
wishing fire other than in the sitting room, can have one i > 

their rooms, but will be charged each one dollar Sate 
extra. Those wishing to sceupy rooms singly, —_ me iy. 
in them, will pay . 








ten dollars per week, pay® 
ashi titution, fifty cents per dozen 
pe ng oh pienan. roan ene one linen sheet a yard and 


comforta- 
a half square, two woollen blankets, three cotton 
for ban’ . : 
Dies, four towels, and. old re SON, GLEASON, & co. 
Gienhaven, December 1, 1847. April 6. 
UNCONSTITUTIONALITY OF SLAVERY. 





éd by Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill, Boston; and for sale, at 
the publisher's prices, at the Depository of the American and 





Foreign eye Society, New York. Price, 25 cents 
eases Ml HARNED, Agent, 
August 10.—lam : 61 John street, 
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from which it is remitted,) one copy of Graham for one year, — 


we 


VY LYSANDER SPOONER. Parts Ist.and 24. Publish- “ 
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